Chap. V. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

ufed to call in: foreigners to their aid in the time of the Valois family, .

who formed themfelves into a.League againft Henry IV, who were-
continually. caballing in every. minority ; this people.I fay, . at: prefent.

fpend their time in: nothing but imitating néw fathions,. in varyin

their tafte, . in laughing one day at what thdy paffionately admired the

day before;;. their great affair is. to. infpire ficklenefs and inconftancy
into all: that depend upon them, to change their Miftrefles,. their
houfes, ‘and diverfions.. :
Befides, . the powerful: armies that are at prefent Kept on foot, and
the number of fortrefles which have been built of late years in France,,
for ever. fecure the pofleffion of that Kingdom to its Sovereigns, who

now-have nothing to fear. either from inteftine wars, or the attempts of.

their neighbours.

B AR V.
How fuch States or Principalities are. to be governed, as lived under their
own Laws.before they were fubdued.

‘HEN States that are newly conquered have been accuftomed
to liberty and to live under their own Laws, there. are three
ways of maintaining them.. The firft is,, to ruin-them [ 41, the fecend,
to refide there in® perfon; and the third, to leave them in the enjoy-
ment of their old Laws and privileges, upon condition that they wiil
become tributary, and fubmit to be governed by a Council of State!
confifting of a few of their own Citizens to take care of your intereft
there, and to keep the people in amity and obedience [7]. For that
Council being eftablithed by the Congueror, and therefore wholly
dependant upon his favour and authority, will naturally exert its utmoft
endeavours to fupport Him : and thofe that have a mind to keep pof-
feflion of a State that has been ufed to.live in freedom, will always
find it more eafy to accomplith.their defign by putting- it under the
government of its own Citizens, than by any other means whatfoever. .
The condu&t of the Spartans and Romans may ferve for.a proof of
what I. have here laid down. The former having got pofieflion of
Athens and. Thebes, eftablithed an Oligarchy in thole two Cities; and .

[A] This is 2 maxim with the. Turks.. ‘

(7] Actabanus, King of the Parthians, a&ed in this manner with regard to Seleucia ;
the Government of which being Democratical, he changel it intoan Oligarchy, as
approaching nearer to Royalty, ¢ Qui plebem primoribus tradidit, ex fuo utu. - Nam
]j;pu]/x imperium juxta libertatem, paucorum dominatio regiz libidini propior eft.” Taci .
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