Chap. V. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE:
EXAMEN. CHAP. V.

ACCORDING to Machiavel, zbere is no certain way to fecure the

polfelfion of a free State newly conquered, but to ruin i. To be
{fure 1t is an effeGual method to prevent revolts. An Englithman,
who was mad enough to kill himfelf fome years ago at London, left
a billet upon his table, in which he endeavoured to juftify the fac,
by faying, he had done it to get out of the reach of pain and fick-
nefs [#]. Is not this exa&ly the cafe of a Prince who ruins a State
to prevent the lofs of it? I fhall not betray the caufe of virtue by
entering into a difpute with Machiavel, in defence of Humanity : it
is eafy enough to refute him from his own principles, from the tenets
of felf-intereft, that conftant topic and marrow of his writings, that
Idol of his iniquitous Politics.

As to his maxim, ¢ that a Prince ought to ruin a free State which
is newly conquered, in order to fecure pofleflion of it effectually,”

[»] His Majefly is here fuppofed to allude to 2 Fa@, which is thus related by Dr.
Smollet, in his Hiftory of England : ¢¢ The moft remarkable incident that diftinguifhed
this year (1732) in England, was a very uncommon inftance of Suicide ; an a& of
defpair, fo frequent amongft the Englifh, that in other Countries, it is objected to them
asa national reproach. Though it may be generally termed the effe&t of Lunacy, pro-
ceeding from natural caufes operating upon the human body ; yet it feems in fome few
inftances to have been the refult of cool deliberation—Richard Smith, a Bookbinder,
and prifoner for debt within the Liberties of the King’s Bench, perfuaded his Wife to
follow his example, in making away with herfelf, after they had murdered their little
infant,  This wretched pair was in the month of April, found hanging in their. bed-
chamber, at about a yard’s diftance from each other ; and in a feparate apartment, the
¢hild lay dead in a cradle. ‘They left two papers, inclofed in a fhort Letter to their
Landlord, whofe kindnefs they implored in favour of their dog and cat. They even
left money to pay the porter who fhould carry the inclofed papers to the perfon the
were addrefled to.  In one of thefe, the hufband thanked that perfon for the marks of
friendfhip he had received at his hands, and complained of theill offices he had under-
gone from a different quarter. The other Paper, fubfcribed both by the hufband and
wife, contained the reafons which induced them to 2& fuch a tragedy on themfelves and
their offfpring. ~ This letter was altogether furprizing, for the calm refolution, the good
humour, and propriety with which it was written. They declared, that they withdrew

- themfelves from poverty and rags ; evils which, through a train of unlucky accidents,

were become inevitable, They appealed to their neighbouss for the. induftry with
which they had endeavoured to earn a livelyhood : they juftified the murder of their
child, by faying, it was lefs cruelty to take her with them, than to leave her friendlefs
in the world, expofed to ignorance and mifery : they profefled their belief in an Al-
mighty God, the Fountain of Goodnefs and Beneficence, who could not poflibly take
elight in the mifery of his creatures : they thercfore refigned up their lives to him,
Without any terrible apprehenfions ; fubmitting themfelves to what in his goodnefs he
ﬂlould appoint them after their death.—T hefe two unfortunate Suicides had always been
induftrious and frugal, unvincibly honeft, and remarkable for conjugal affe@ion.
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