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Chap. VL. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

contented under the tyranny of the Medes; and the Medes grown

foft and effeminate by a long interval of peace. Thefeus could never

have made himfelf fo renowned as he did, if he had not found the

Athenians difperfed and feattered abroad as they were [¢]. Such

occafions made thefe great men fuccefsful ; and their wifdom taught

them how to improve thofe opportunities to the reputation and deli-

verance of their refpetive Countries. It is a difficult matter indeed

for other people to raife themfelves to dominion in the fame heroic

manner that they did: but when they fucceed, it is very eafy to’
maintain it. The difficulties that occur in acquiring dominion arife:
in fome meafure from the new cuftoms and inftitutions which they
are forced to introduce for the eftablithment of their Sovereignty, and.
fecurity of their perfons : it muft be confidered that of all undertak-

ings, the moft arduous, the moft dangerous, and the moft liable to-
mifcarry, is the introdu@ion of new Laws. For he that intreduces
them will be fure to make all thofe his enemies who live to their Satis--
faction under the fhelter and protetion of their old inftitutions; and:
will be but coolly fupported by fuch as are to be benefited by the new
ones : which coolnefs proceeds partly from the fear they ftand in of
their adverfaries, who have the old Laws on their fide; and partly
from a fort of diffidence and incredulity that is natural to mankind,
who for the moft part, have but an indifferent opinion of new eftab-
lithments till they are recommended by fufficient experience. From
herice it comes to pafs, that when his enemies have an opportunity
of exerting themfelves -againft him, they do it vigoroufly and with
advantage : whilft he, on the contrary, will find himfelf fo faintly
defended, that both he and his adherents will be in danger of perith-~
ing together. Butfor a fuller difcuffion of this matter, it is neceflary
to enquire whether thofe that attempt fuch innovations ftand upon.
their own bottom, or depend upon others ; that is, whether they have
recourfe to -exhortations and entreaties, or to force and arms: in the
conduct of their enterprize : for in the firft cafe they almoft always
mifcarry ; but when. they truft to their own ftrength, and have power.
to enforce the obfervation of their ordinances, they feldom or never
fail of fuccefs. Hence it came to pafs that all the Prophets who
were fupported by an armed force, fucceeded in their undertakings

[¢] He was. the- firfk that colleSted them into- one City.. See Plutarch’s Life of

Thefeus. << It feems (fays Pliny the younger to Trajan, in his Panegyric upon' that
Emperor) as if our military difcipline had been corrupted on purpofe that you might
bave the glory of reftoring it.” ‘Corrupta. eft difciplina caffcorum, ut tu” corrector
¢mendatorque contingeres,.
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