THE PRINCE, Chap. VI.
whilft, on the contrary, thofe'that had not fuch a force to truft to,
were defeated and deftroyed [ ]+ for befides what has been already

[7] The original Italian runs thus, *¢ Di qui nacque che tutti li Profeii armati vin-
fero, e li difarmati rovinarono,” which the Editor of the old Englifh tranflation in 1675
has rendered thus, ¢ For farther eviction, the Scripture fhews us, that thofe of the
Prophets whofe arms were in their hands, and had power to compel, fucceeded better

.-in the reformations which they defigned : whercas thofe who came only with exhor-
tation and good language, fuffered martyrdom and banifhment.” T'his is taking a great
deal of liberty with the original : but that is not’ the peint at prefent. Amelot de la

* Houflaye has tranflated the paffage in this manner, “ De la vient que tous les Princes
que j’ai nommez ont vaincu, aiant les armes a la main ; & ont peri etant defarmez.”—
Sylvefter T'elius’s Latin tranflation of it is as follows, ¢ Hinc faltum eft, guos pree-
diximus armis inftru€os, eos omnes vitoriam reportafle; porro inermes domitos periiffe.”
Now though all the Italian Editions of Macniavel’s works that I have feen (which are
not many indeed) fay Profeti, and the old Englith verfion fays Prophets ; yet there is
{ome room to fufpeét from the gué j’ai nommez of the French, and the guos pradiximus
.of the Latin, that both the laft tranflators followed fome old copy of Machiavel’s
“Works, where the word was prefati, which fome Printer, by miftake, might afterwards
-convert into profeti, and fo miflead others. Every one knows fuch blunders have been
committed more than once or twice. But if it was originally and intentionally written
Profeti, the author is guilty of aflerting a falfhood ‘(as might be {fhewn at large, if it
‘was neceflary) except he meant the Founders of Seéts, and Teachers of falfe Religion:
and it would be no eafy matter to reckon up many of thofe that have fucceeded by din¢
.of an armed force alone, if we leave out Mahomet and the Pope of Rome. Mofes and
his fucceflors depended chiefly upon exhortation, and do&rine founded upon reafon ; as
«<id Jefus Chrift alfo, and his Apoftles : which gave Tertullian occafion to fay, ¢ non
eft Religionis cogere Religionem, quz fponte fufcipi debet, non vi.” And itis very
aemarkable, that the Civil Power did not favour Chriftianity for three whole centuries
after Our Saviour’s birth : fo that his Religion, though planted and propagated by peace-
able, unarmed, and illiterate men, triumphed over all the rage and oppofition of a per-
werfe and obftinate world. Sanguis Martyrum eft femen Ecclefiz.—There is no doubt
but Our Saviour, who had all the powers of nature at command, could have had /lgions
of Angels to fupport his Miffion, or to deftroy his Perfecutors, if he had thought fit:
but he came #o Jeek and to fave 5 not to perfecute and deftroy ; to court and convince by
do&rine, by miracles and fufferings ; by appeals to the reafon and fenfes of mankind ;
not to ufe violence, or compel them to come in, as fome others have done under the coun-
tenance of that text.—The genius of the Chriftian Religion, is mild, gentle, long-fuf~
fering, peaceable, full of mercy and charity, intended for the reformation and welfare, not
for the {courge and deftruétion of men. Accordingly, when fome of the Difciples
‘would have had our great Prophet call down fire from Heaven to confume the Sama-
ritans, he rebuked them, and told them, they #new not what manner of Spirit tbe'y were
of 3 for the Son of Man was not come to deflroy men’s lives, but to fave "tbt’m'.-—-SOlnC, _mdeed,

_ of the old Prophets, were fent with an armed force to fupport their miffion ; which was

not to make converts, or to eftablifh any particular Doctrine, but to cut off, or exter-
minate finful nations, when the meafure of their iniquities was fulfilled. But it is as
true, that Jonas was fent only to preach to the Ninevites; and that many others whom
the author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews enumerates, inftead of cutting peoples throats,
wrought righteoufuefs, through Faith fubdued Kingdoms, and turned to Slight the armies of
the aliens, &cs So that Machiavel’s aflertion, that armed Prophets have ahways fucceeded,
and unarmed ones been defeated, does not hol.d cither way in general : if yet he really de-

figned to fpeak of Prophets, which is fubmitted to the Reader. .

’ faid,
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