e ey I, g e St 2 i N e R

Chap. VL. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

rifing greatnefs, they will be held in veneration, and afterwards not
only maintain their power, but live in fecurity, honour and hap-
pinefs [ # ].

To thefe great and remarkable examples I will add another; not
fo confpicuous perhaps, but yet fuch a one as fhall bear fome pro~
portion and refemblance to the reft, and may fuffice for all others
of the like nature : I mean that of Hiero the Syracufan. This man
raifed himfelf from a private condition to be Prince of Syracufe; for
which he was obliged to fortune no further than for indulging him
with a proper opportunity : for the Syracufans being opprefled made
choice of him to be their General; in which command he behaved
himfelf {fo much to their fatisfaction, that they afterwards thought
him worthy to rule over them. And indeed fo eminent were his
virtues even whilft he was in a private ftation, that {uch authors as
fpeak of him all allow, that he wanted nothing but a Kingdom to
make him a complete Prince. He difbanded the veteran troops and
nifed a frefh army : he quitted his former alliances and contraced
others : and having fecured the affeCtions of new friends, and a new
Soldiery, he was afterwards enabled to ere& fuch a {uperftru&ure
upon that foundation as he thought fit : fo that although he met with
many difficulties in acquiring that Principality, he found few or none
in maintaining it,

EXAMEN.  CHAR. VI

F mankind had been born without paffions, Machiavel might have

been in fome meafure excufable for endeavouring to fupply that
want by infpiring them into us, like another Prometheus who had
ftolen fire from Heaven to animate creatures of his own making. But
that is not the cafe; no man is without paflions : when they are
kept within proper bounds, they conftitute thelife and Soul of Society;
but if they break loofe, they tend to the fubverfion of it.

Of all the paffions that tyrannize over the heart of man, there is
none more ruinous to the perfon himfelf who is under their domi«
nion, more oppofite to the laws of Humanity, or more fatal to the
repofe of mankind, than irregular ambition and an exceflive defire of
falfe glory. A private man who has the misfortune to be born with
fuch a difpofition is more to be pitied than a madman. He never has

any enjoyment of the prefent, but continually depends upon future
- [#] See the Political Difcourfes, book iii. chap., xxx,
Vor. 1, 4 A times 3
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