THE PRINCE, Chap. VL.

But the unfair manner in which Machiavel quotes examples deferves
to be taken fome notice of. He fets ambition before our eyes in the
moft flattering point of view, and fpeaks of fuch of its votaries only
as have been favourites of fortune; but carefully avoids all mention
of thofe that have fallen viétims to their paffions. Is not this impo-
fing upon mankind and ading the part of a Mountebank whilft he
is diftributing his poifon ? After he had cited the examples of the
great Legiflator of the Jews, the firft Monarch of Athens, the Con-
queror of the Medes, and the Founder of Rome, who all fucceeded
in their defigns; why did he not likewife add the names of other
Chiefs that failed in them, to thew that if fome men have been ad-
vanced by their ambition, a much greater number have perithed by
it? Had he never heard of John of Leyden, who after the fleth. was

torn from his bones with red hot pincers, was hung up in an iron

cage, and then burnt to death at Munfter [ 5] ? If Oliver Cromwell
was fuccefsful, his Son Richard was depofed and had the mortifica~
tion to fee his father’s carcafe raked out of the grave and hung upon

men_ are of opinion, that he, and the other Gods, worfhiped by them, were Magi-
cians, who came to Sweden and Denmark from Afiatic Scythia, and made people be-
licve, by magic arts, they were the fame Gods they then adored, whofc names they:
gave themfelves. They report of Odin, that finding he could not efcape- death, he or-
dered his body. to be burnt as foon as he was dead, afluring them, his foul would return’
to Afgardie, from whence he came, there to live for ever : which Afgardie was the
eapital City of the Country whence thefe Magicians came; and where the Northern:
People placed their Vall-hol, or Elyzium.. Barthol. Antig. Daniec.

[#] Here the following paflage, which was in the firt Edition; is ftruck out by

Mr. Voltaire, ¢ Et que les Jefuites du Paragai me permettent de leur offrir ici une-

petite place qui- ne peut que leur etre glorieufe, les mettant. au nombre des Legi-
flateurs.” :
[#] John Buckhold, a: Chief of the Anabaptifts, who though of very mean birth

and education, had fuch qualities, as-enabled him to put himfelf at the head of that
Se&, and to draw a great number of followers after him.. He feized upon Munfter,
which he plundered,. and committed- unheard of cruelties and enormities there :: and
pretending to infpirations, he aflumed the title-of The King of Fuflice, and' the new
Ferufalem. .
After which, he had a flately.throne ere@ed in the Market-place; which he m.Ounted,
with a crown of gold.upon his head, attended by a magnificent train of Nobility, and
State Officers of his own creating, with a fword and a Bible carried before him, fet with
diamonds. of a great value. Helikewifé caufed money to be coined, with this inferip-
tion upon it, Xerbum Caro faitum quod habitat in nobis, and exercifed’ all other branc.‘nes
of the Regal Dignity. But, after a long and moft obftinate fiege which he ftood againit
the Bifhop of Munfler’s troops,. he was at laft betrayed by one of his own Sect, and
punifhed, with fome other Ringleaders of it, in the manner above-mentioned. Th'ls
happened about the year 1555, and was reckaned one of the moft remarkable events in:
the fixteenth Century. See Skidan’s Commentary..

a gibbet.
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