THE PRINCE, Chap. VIL

CHAP. VIL

Of new Principalities that have been acquired either by the forces and
affiffance of others, or by good fortune.

H O S E that afcend from a private condition to the dignity
of Princes by the favour of fortune alone, meet with few im-
pediments in the acquifition, but many and very great ones in the
maintenance of that rank : as the paffage is open and nothing to ob-
ftru& them, they commonly foar to the throne at one flight; but
when they are once feated upon it, they begin to find themfelves
furrounded with difficulties and dangers. Thefe Princes are chiefly
fuch as either buy their dominions, or receive them as gifts from:
others ; as feveral did in different parts of Greece, in the cities of
Ionia and upon the Hellefpont, who were invefted with that power
by Darius for his own fecurity and glory : or as others did who from
private men became Emperors by corrupting the Soldiery. But fuch
Princes depend for their fupport merely upon the good will and for-
tune of thofe that advanced them ; which is a very weak and uncer-
tain foundation. Befides, they have neither experience nor ftrength
fufficient to maintain themfelves in their States for any confiderable
time: for in the firft place, except they are men of uncommon virtue
and abilities, how can it be expected that they fhould know in what
manner to govern other people, who have always been ufed to live in
a private ftation themfelves ? and in the next, they cannot well be
fuppofed to have fufficient ftrength, as they have no troops in whofe
fidelity and affeGion they can put any confidence. It muft likewife
be confidered, that new raifed States (like all other things of fudden
rife and growth) have neither had time to ftrike their roots deep
enough, nor to fortify themfelves with proper connexions : fo that
they muft neceffarily be in danger of being blown down by the firft
“guft of adverfity ; except (as I faid before) the Princes that have been
thus fuddenly exalted, are men of fuch virtue and wifdom as will
enable them to make due provifion in time for the confervation of
what fortune has thrown into their hands; and afterwards to lay
fuch foundations for their eftablifhment as others have done before
they were Princes.
"To confirm what I have faid concerning the acquifition of Domi-
nion gither by virtue and merit, or by good fortune, I will cite two
; inftances
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