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Chap.VI. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

inftances that have happened in our own times and.are fill frefh in
every One’s memory : the one is of Francifco Sforza; the other of
Czfar Borgia, - Sforza raifed himfelf from a private condition to be
Duke of Milan by due means and dint of extraordinary virtue ; and
with very little difficulty maintained what he had been at infinite pains
toacquire. On the other hand, Cefar Borgia (commonly called Duke
Valentine) got pofleflion of feveral territories by ‘the good fortune of
his father, Pope Alexander VI. but foon loft them after the death
of that Pontif ; though he exerted his utmoft endeavours and did every
thing that a wife or brave man could or ought todo, 'in order to efta-
blith himfelf in thofe States which he had acquired by the arms and

good fortune of others. For though, asI {aid above, a good founda-

tion may not be laid before a man arrives at dominion, ‘it may pofiibly

be done afterwards, if he is pofleffed of an extraordinary fhare of abi-

lities: but it will always be with greatdifficulty to the Archite&, and

danger to the Edifice. If, therefore, we confider the Duke’s condu

from firft to laft, we fhall fee how firm a foundation he had laid for

future greatnefs : and perhaps it may not feem altogether unneceflary

here to enter into fome detail of his acions, as I know no better

pattern that can be propofed for the imitation of a new Prince : for

if the fchemes which he had concerted proved abortive in the end, it

was not to be imputed toany failure in him, but to the extreme ma-

lignity of fortune.

Alexander VI. was very defirous of aggrandizing his Son : but faw
many prefent and future difficulties in his way: . For in the firft place,
he perceived that he could not make him Sovereign of any State which
was independent on the Church: and if he thould endeavour to dif-
member the Ecclefiaftical State, he knew very well that neither the
Duke of Milan, nor the Venetians would fuffer it; as the latter had
already taken Rimini and Faenza under their protection: He was like-
wife {enfible that the forces of Italy, efpecially thofe that were capa~
ble of doing him any material fervice, were in the hands of fuch as
had the greateft reafon to be apprehenfive of the papal power, as the
Urfini, the Colonni, and their friends. It was necelfary therefore
to break thofe connexions and attachments, and to throw the States
of Italy into confufion ; that {o he might fecurely make him{elf mafter
of fome of them. And this was no difficult matter to effe&, as hs
found the Venetians were folliciting the French, upon other accounts,
to make a fecond expedition into Italy; which he was fo far from
eppofing, that he diffolved the marriage betwixt King Lewis XII. and
his firft Wife, on purpofe to facilitate it. That Prince accordingly
Vor, I, 4B mar:hed
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