TUHIEIPRIINCE, Chap. VII.

marched into Italy at the invitation of the Venetians, and with the
confent of the Pope : and hé was no fooner arrived at Milan but he
fent a body of forces to affift his Holinefs in his defigns upon Romagna,
which was prefently furrendered to him upon the reputation of his
-alliance with the King of France. After this acquifition, the Duke
found means to deprefs the power of the Colonni: but there were
two obftacles which prevented him notonly from making any further
-progrefs, but even from maintaining what he had got: for in the firft
place, he could not put any great confidence either in the forces of
the Urfini or the King of France, which he had chiefly employed ;
_being apprehenfive they both would fail him in time of need, and be
-fo far from aflifting him in making any future conquefts, that they
-would combine to deprive him of what he had already acquired.
Indeed he had juft reafon to fufpet the Urfini: for after the reduc-
tion of Faenza, he laid fiege to Bologna, but found their :troops
very cold and backward in an aflault which he made upon that place ;
and as'to the King, he had pretty well difcovered how he ftood affeted
‘to him: for when he had conquered the Duchy of Urbino, and was
-going to invade Tufcany, his Majefty obliged him to defift from- that
‘enterprize : upon which account, he determined to truft no longer

‘to.the arms and fortune of others.
- The firft ftep he took afterthis refolution, was to lower the power
and authority of the Urfini and Colonni in Rome: for which pur-
polfe, he corruptedall fuch of their adherents-as were men of any
diftin&ion or intereft, by taking them into his own fervice, and giving
them honourable penfions and Governments and commands, according
to their refpective qualities : fo that in the {pace of a few months,
their attachment to that faction was wholly extinguithed, and they
all came over to the Duke: When he had thus humbled the Colonni,
he refolved to take the firft opportunity of ruining the Urfini: and it
was not long before one offered, which he did not fail to make ufe of.
For the Urfini being aware that the rifing greatnefs of the Duke and
the Church muft be eftablithed upon their ruin, called a2 Council of
their friends together at Magione in the territories of Perugia, to
confider of proper means to prevent it. In confequence of thefe deli-
berations, Urbino revolted from the Duke, and great commotions
enfued in Romagna, which feemed to threaten him with deftruction
on every fide : but he happily over-came 2ll thofe difficulties by the
affiftance of the French. However, after he had eftablithed his re-
putation, he grew weary of foreign allies in whom he could not tho-
roughly confide; and therefore had recourfe to artifice and diflimu-
o : lation,
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