Ghap.,VIL. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.
lation, in which, hefucceeded fo well,: that he reconciled the Uifing
to him by the mediation of Signior Paolo, one of that family, whom

he had fo effectually gained over to his interefts by all manner of’

friendly offices and making him very rich prefents, that being deceived
himfelf, he fo far prevailed upon the credulity of the reft, that they
attended him to an interview which the Duke had appointed at Sini-
gaglia, where they were all put to death [#]. By thus ridding him-
{elf of the Heads of. thefe :families, and making their partizans his
friends, the Duke laid a good foundation for future greatnefs ;. as he
thereby made himfelf mafter of all Romagna, the Duchy of Urbino,
and afterwards gained the affe@ions of the people there by giving them
fome foretaftes of the happinefs they might expect under his govern=
ment. - And fince the part he a&ed in thefe circumftances is highly
worthy not only of notice, but imitation, I fhall give fome account
of i,

- After the Duke had got pofleflion of Romagna and found it had
been governed in fuch a manner by thofe petty Lords, who had ra-
ther pillaged their Subje&s than contributed to their felicity, and given

them fufficient occafion to rebel, initead of living quietly and con-

tentedly under their adminiftration; and that. there was nothing to

be feen throughout: the whole Province but daily tumults, faions,

robberies, and all other kinds of outrages and enormities, he thought

it abfolutely neceflary to eftablith good order and a regular government

amongft them ; that fo he might induce them to live peaceably and

(»] There is a particular Narrative of thefe murders, immediately after #he Life of
Coffruccio Cafiracani, towards the end of this Volume.

The States which thefe unfortunate Lords poffefied, had formerly belonged to the
Church ; but in the quarrels betwixt Benedi@ XII. and the Emperor, Lewis of Ba-
yaria, the latter took upon him to give theém.away to. the Vicars of the Chuich that
were then in pofleffion of them, as the Pope had given away fome of the Emperor’s
States in Italy before. .

“ The Emperor, therefore, (fays Machiavel, in his Hiftory of Florence, Book 1i.)
oblerving how liberally the Pope had difpofed of the States that belonged to the Em-
pire, that he might not be behind hand with him, in fuch fort of generofity, likewife
give away all the States which had been ufurped from the Church, to be held of the
Lmpire by the prefent poffeflors. By which donation, Galeotto Malatefta, and his
Brothers became Lords of Rimini, Pefaro, and Fano; Antonio da Montefeltro, of la
f\v’[arca and Urbino ; Gentile da Varano, of Camerino ; Guido di Polenta, of Ravenna;
Sinebaldo Ordelaffi, of Furli and Cefena ; Giovanni Manfredi, of Faenza; Ludovico
Alidofi, of Imela ; and many more of other places ; fo that of all the lands be]onging
“3 the Church, there were hardly any left without a new Mafter ; which reduced the

Burch to the low condition it was in in the days of Alexander VI. who, in our times,
Tove the pofterity of thofe intruders out of their poflcflions, to their utter ruin, and
tefored it to its former fplendour and authority.”
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