THE PRINCE, Chap. VII.

in due obedience to him as their Sovereign. For this purpofe, he
made choice of Remiro d’Orco, a man of an 4&ive but cruel dif-
pofition to govern that Province : and as he was invefted with abfolute
power, he foon reftored peace and good order there, with no fmall
reputation to himfelf.  After which, the Duke apprehending that
the continuance of {o unlimited an authority in the hands of his De-
puty, might make himfelf odious to his new Subjeés [0 ], eérected 2
Court of civil judicature in the midft of the Province, with a worthy
and uncorrupt Magiftrate to-prefide over it, where every City had
its refpective Advocate. And as he was aware'that the paft feverities
had already excited fome murmurings and difcontent, he refolved to
clear him{elf of all imputations of that kind, and conciliate the affec~
tions of the people entirely to himfelf, by fthewing them that if any
extraordinary degree of feverity had been exercifed, it was not owing
to him, but to the rigorous and cruel difpofition of his Minifter [ p ].
Making 2 handle therefore of thefe difcontents, he caufed Remiro
to be cut in two one morning in the market place at Cefena ; and the
two parts of his body to be hung up, with a piece of a gibbet and a
bloody axe by the fide of them : the dreadfulnefs of which Spectacle at
once appeafed and aftonifhed the people.

But to return to our Subje&. The Duke now finding himfelf very
powerful and in a great meafure fafe from any prefent danger (as he
had taken effectual means to fecure himfelf by putting it out of the
power of his neighbours to annoy him) had nothing to fear from any
body but the French in the purfuit of further acquifitions : for he
well knew that the King of France was at laft convinced of his error,
and would be far from giving him any further fupport. Upon this
confideration, he refolved to provide himfelf with new Allies, and:
began to fhuffle and prevaricate with the French; as it plainly ap-
peared when their army was marching to the relief of Gaieta in the
Kingdom of Naples, which was befieged by the Spaniards : for he
was determined at all events if poffible, to fortify himfelf effeCtually
againft them; and he would certainly have done it, if his father had
lived a while longer.

Such were the Methods he took to guard againft prefent dangers.

Againft thofe that were more remote (as he had reafon to apprehend.-

[0] ¢ Nec unquam fatis fida potentia, ubi nimia et.” Tacit. Hifl. ii.

[#] Princes generally facrifice the inftruments of their cruelty fooner or later.
¢ Scelerum miniftros, fays Tacitus of Tiberius, ut perverti ab aliis nolebat, ita plerum-
que fatiatus, veteres & pragraves adflixit,” Aanal. iv. % Leyi poft admiffum facinus
gratia, dein graviore odio.” Annal. xiv,

the

P il v wee Ehs . ety Sl guls g  pmies G Bend Sk SESa B b ek

- L — i e b




	o-ital-mach-120q-v1-094

