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Chap. VIIL AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

the next Pope would be his enemy and endeavour to refume what
Alexander had given him) he defigned to have made four different
provifions: in the firft place, by utterly extinguifhing the families of
thofe Liords whom he had deprived of their States [¢], that foir
might not be in the power of the fucceeding Pope to re-citablith them
in the next, by drawing the Nobility of Rome over to his party : in
the third, by fecuring a majority in the College of Cardinals: and
laftly, by eftablithing his power fo firmly before his father died, that
he thould be able of himfelf to make head againft the firft attack of
any enemy.

Three of thefe expedients he fucceeded in, and had almoft accom-
plifhed the fourth before the death of his father. For he put all the
diffeized Lords to death that fell into his hands ; and very few of them
efcaped him: he had entirely gained the Nobility of Rome; and
fecured a very confiderable party amongft the Cardinals: and for a
further augmentation: of his power, he defigned. to have made himfelf
Matfter of. Tufcany, havingalready got pofieffion of Perugia and Pi-
ombino, and taken Pifa under his prote&tion ; which he foon after
boldly feized upon, ashe had no longer any occafion to ftand in awe
of: the French, who were driven out of the Kingdom of Naples by
the Spaniards; and the Spaniards themfelves were obliged to court his
friendfhip. After this, Lucca and Siena prefently fubmitted to him,
either out of fear; or envy to the Florentines; who were not- able b
any means to prevent it.. So thatif. thefé events had happened before
(as they happened only in the very fame year that Alexander VI. died)

the Duke’s power. and reputation would have been fo great that he.

might have been able to ftand firm upon his own bottom, withoutany
depenidance upon the fortune or forces of others.

But Alexander died within five years after he had unfheathed his
Sword, and left him nothing certain and thoroughly eftablithed but
Romagna; for the reft of hisdominions were little better than Caftles
in the air : befides; he was at that time not only fick to death himfclf
[7]s but {traitly-enclofed betwixt two hoftile and very powerful armies.

Yet{o great were his {pirit and abilities, {o perfectly was he acquainted -

with-the arts either of gaining or ruining others as it beft fuited his

[¢] Thus Mucian, Prime -Minifter to -Vefpafian, put Vitellius’s fon to death, in
order to extinguifh all feeds of future war. ¢ Mucianus Vitellii filium interfici jubet,
manfuram difcordiam obtendens, ni femina belli reftinxiffet.”” Hif2. iv. Such Minifters
think it dangerous to leave thofe alive whom they have deprived of their rights.
“ Periculum ex mifericordia . . .. . Ubi Vefpafianus imperium invaferit, non amicis
¢jus, non exercitibus fecuritatem, nifi extin€to @mulatu redituram.” Hift, i,

[r] Of poifon, which he had taken himfelf, but defigned for others,

purpofes,
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