THE PRINCE, Chap. VII,

EXAMEN. CHAP. VIL

g F we compare Monfieur Fenelon’s Prince with Machiavel’s, we fhall
1 find one of ‘them full of goodnefs, equity, and every kind of vir-
tue : he feems to be one of thofe pure Intelligences that Eternal Wif-
dom has appointed to fuperintend the government of the Univerfe :
the other is a compofition of cruelty, perfidy, and all fort of wick-
ednefs.

In Telemachus mankind refemble the Angels; but in Machiavel’s

erformance they appear like Devils. = Cafar Borgia is the model
upon which he forms his Prince, the pattern which he has the effron-
tery to propofe for the imitation of others who are advanced to do-
minion either by fortune, or the arms and afliftance of their friends.

Let us therefore examine the Charaéter of Cafar Borgia, that fo
we may form a juft Idea both of the Hero himfelf, and the Author
that has undertaken to celebrate his Virtues.

‘Boroia affaflinated his own brother, becaufe he was his rival in glory
and love; and that too almoft under the eyes of their Sifter. He

.caufed the Pope’s Swifs guards to be maffacred, to revenge himfelf
upon fome of that Nation who had affronted his Mother. He vio-
lently deprived {everal of the Cardinals of all they had, to fatiate
his avarice. He depofed the Duke of Urbino, the lawful pofiefior
-of Romagna, and put Remiro d’ Orco, his own bloody-Sub-tyrant
to a barbarous and unexampled kind of death. He murdered feveral
Lords of the Urfini family whom he looked upon as obftacles to his
greatnefs, after he had decoyed them in the moft perfidious manner
to an interview at Sinigaglia. Hecaufed a Venetian Lady of quality
whom he had ravifhed, to be thrown into the Tiber and drowned.
In fhort, thereis no kind of cruelty or wickednefs which he was not
guilty of.

2 Su}c,:h was the wretch whom Machiavel prefers to all the great men
of his own times and the Heroes of antiquity ; and whofe condu¢t he
propofes as a pattern to thofe that are exalted to dominion by the fmiles
-«of fortune.

But it is neceflary to enter into a fuller difcuffion of this matter,
in order to thew the fad expedients which Machiavel’s difciples muft
have recourfe to. ‘Cefar Borgia formed the hopes of his future great-
nefs upon the diffenfion of the Italian Princes. To get pofieffion of
my neighbour’s eftate, I muft weaken him in the firft place; and in
order to weaken him, I muft embroil him in quarrels with others.

Such is their wicked Logic! :
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