Chap. VII. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE. 54

To fecure a firm fupport in time of need, Borgia prevailed apon ;
his father to diffolve the marriage of Lewis XII. | In this manner
thofe who ought to be patterns of equity and uprightnefs to the reft
of mankind, miock Heaven to ferve their own private ends | g4l
| there were juft reafons for the diffolution of that marriage, it was the
* Pope’s duty to difiolve it, fuppofing he had a lawful power : but if
| there were no fuch reafons, the Head of the Roman Church fhould
1] not have been determined to ac ‘as he did by any other motives
! whatfoever. .
| Borgia found it neceffary to fecure 2 number of adherents and de-
| pendants: for which purpofe he corrupted the faGious Nobility at
Rome, by giving them large penfions and prefents. Bat he was guilty
of fo many other horrid crimes, that there is lefs occafion to expa-
tiate upon this; efpecially as it wears fome faint refemblance of be-
nefticence,

Borgia wanted to rid himfelf of fome Lords of the Houfe of Ur-
fini, of Vitellozzo Vitelli, and Oliverotto da Fermo; and Machiavel
commends his addrefs in inveigling them to an interview at Sinigaglia
and putting them to death. But is there nothing more than addrefs
in thus abufing the confidence of mankind? in practifing the vileft
and moft infamous of all artifices ? in perjury and affaflination ? and
where is the good policy in teaching men to perjure themfelves? When
all regard to oaths and good faith is abolithed, what other reftraint
or fecurity will be left in the World? If a man teaches others to be
traitors, may he not naturally expe to be betrayed himfelf ? and if
he makes affaffins, what can he expect but to be murdered by the hands
of his own difciples ? Borgia appointed Remiro d’Orco, a cruel and
blood-thirfty man, Governor of Romagna, to reprefs the diforders
of that Province: Borgia punifhed the delinquencies of others, who
were not half fo vile as himfelf, with the moft unrelenting Severity :
the moft rapacious of all Ufurpers, the wretch that had been guilty
of the moft horrid perjuries, the moft blood-thirfty affaffin and poifoner
that ever the world faw, condemned fome petty Villains and rebels to
die a cruel death, who yet had only copied the a@ions of their new
maiter in miniature according to their humble capacities.

The King of Poland, whofe death has lately occafioned fuch dif-
turbances in Europe, acted in a very different and much more prince-
ly manner with regard to his Subjeds in Saxony. By a Law that

[2] What is included betwixt the two crochets above, runs thus in the firft Edition.
Ceeft ainfi que tant de Politiques fe font jouez du ‘monde, & quils ne penfoient qu’a
leurs interets, lorfqu’ils paraifioient le plus attachez celui dy Ciel,
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