THE PRINCE, Chap. VII.,

had long prevailed in that EleCorate a convicted Adulterer was con-
demned to die : but I fhall not ftop here to examine the reafonable-
nefs of an inftitution which feems better fuited to the jealoufy of an
Ttalian, than the patience of a German Hufband. A tranfgrefior of
this Law was aually condemned, and Auguftus was obliged to fign
his death Warrant. He did fo: but as he was a Prince of an-amo-
rous difpofition, and naturally inclined to mercy, he pardoned' the-cri-
minal and repealed a Law by which he himfelf was tacity condemned
to fuffer the fame punithment. In this he a&ed like a.fenfible and
humane Prince. Cafar Borgia, on the contrary, punifhed oficnders
of every kind with the inclemency of amercilefs Tyrant. - He caufed
Remiro d’ Orco, whom he had fent on purpofe into Romagna to
execute his commands with the utmoft rigour, to be cut in two, in
order to appeafe the people and ingratiate himfelf with:them by facri-
ficing the inftrument of his barbarities. 'The bitternefs of tyranny
is never fo fenfibly felt, as when the Tyrant avails himfelf of a thew
of juftice, and aés under the fhelter and protection of eftablifhed
Laws.

Borgia forefecing what might happen to him after his father’s death,
began to guard againft it by exterminating all fuch as he had forcibly
deprived of their States or other pofieffions, in order to prevent the
fucceeding Pope from availing himfelf of their enmity to him. What
a concatenation of crimes! to fupport his enormities, he muit have
money ; to get money, he muft ufe violence ; and to enjoy it in
fecurity, he muft murder the perfons whom he robs. What can a
Highwayman do more! 4

Borgia caufed fome of the Cardinals to be invited to fup at the
Vatican with a defign to poifon them : but both he and the Pope were

oifoned themf{elves by miftake. Alexander died ; Borgia with much
difficulty efcaped, to lead a wretched life indeed, as a reward for his
poifonings and affaffinations [« ].

[2] ¢ Alexander omnium qui unquam fuerunt perfidia, libidine, feevitid, {celera-
tifiimus.  Cujus filius Cafar Borgia, perfeGtum praebuit Machiavello callidi, fed nefarii
Principis exemplar.” Perizon. Hiff. Sedl. xvi. p. 7. See Jortin’s Li Erafn
part. i. p. 20. note z. One may truly apply to thefe two monfters, wha
of the Harpies. 4 :
Triftius haud illis monftrum, nec fzvior ulla
Peftis et ira Detm Stygiis fefe” extulit undis.

Aneid. 1i. 215,
Monfters more fierce offended Heav’n né’er fent
From Hell’s abyfs for buman punifhment.

Dryden..
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