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Ghap.VIL - AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE,

Such are the wifdom, virtue, and abilities, which Machiavel has
taken upon-him to recommend to the imitation of others in the like

But, as Bembo, Tomafi, our Countryman Gordon, and m any others, have written
their Diabolical Lives, the Reader, it is hoped, will excufe a repetition of fuch crimes
as would make human nature fhudder with horror. Let it fuffice to quote what Mr,
Voltaire fays of their deaths in his General Hiftory of Europe, wol. ii. p. 125. Italy,
not long after, fays he, was delivered of Alexander VI, and his fon. Hiftorians unanj-
moudly tranfmit to pofterity, that this Pepe died of poifon, which he defigned for fome
Cardinals whomehe had invited to fup with him : an ‘exit indeed, worthy of his life.
But the falt is not very probable. They pretend, that upon a prefling occafion for
money, he wanted to enjoy the inheritance of thofe Cardinals. But it is well attefted,
that Coefar Borgia carried away a hundred thoufand Ducats of gold out of his father’s
treafures, after his deceafe : fo that he could not be in any real want. des, how
could they both.have been fo miftaken in that poifoned bottle of wine, which is faid to
have been the caufe of the Pope’s death, and to hav ught his fon to the brink of the
grave ? Perfons fo long experienced in villainy, feldom leave room for fuch miftakes.
‘They mention nobody that ever divulged the fact : then to the know-
ledge ot it If the caufe of the Pope’s death had becn known at the time he dic d, if
would have been known to the very perfons whom he wanted to poifon. If fo, they
would not have {uffered Borgia quietly to take poffefi f !

ion of ‘his father’s treafure. The
people who held {fuch montfters in abhorrence, having been kept in fubjetion by Alexander,
would have broke through all reftraint at his death ; they would have interrupted the
funeral pomp of this wretch, and torn his abominable fon to picces.

In fhort, the Journal of the Houfe of Borgia mentions, that the Pope being feventy-
two years old, was feized with an intermitting fever, which foon became continual,
and proved mortal. It is moreover faid, that Duke Valentine caufed himfelf to be
fewed up in a mule’s belly, which had been ripped up alive. Now I fhould be glad tq
know what antidote againft poifon there is in the belly of a mule,

It is true, there was a tumult in Rome after the Pope’s deceafe, and the Colonni and
Usfini returned thither with an armed force : but this very tumult would have been a
proper epportunity for folemnly accufing both the father and the fon of fo horrid 2n
attempt., Yet it was not done.

Finally, Pope Julius II. the mortal enemy of this family, and who had the Duke a
long time in his power, did not charge him with what he had been accufed of by the
public voice.

But on the other hand, why fhould Cardinal Bembo, Guicciardine, Jovius, Tomafi,
and fo many other Cotemporaries agree in this ftrange accufation ? Whence are fo
many circumftances derived ? How came they to fpecify the particular kind of poifon,

g

which was called Cantarella? We may anfwer, that it is not difficult for accufers to
invent ; and that fo horrid a charge fhould have been fupported by fome probable argu-
ments,

Alexander V1. left behind him a memory far more odious than that of Nero and Ca-
ligula ; .becaufe a grea'er degree of guilt was implied in the San&ity of his Chara&ler.
And yet it is to him, that Rome is indebted for her temporal grandeur ; it was he that
enabled his fucceflors fometimes to hold the balance of Italy. His fon loft all the fruits
of his crimes, which were gathered by the Church. Almoft all the Towns he had
feized upon, furrendered to others as foon as his father died ; and Julius IT. afterwards
obliged him to deliver up the reft: fo that he was quickly ftripped of all his fatal
grandeur.  Friends, allies, relations, all the world, in fhort, either abandoned or be-
trayed him.

circums

4Cz2

563




	o-ital-mach-120q-v1-101

