Chap. VIII. ANDEXAMEN DU PRINCE.

CHAP VI

Of fuch as bave arrived at Dominion by wicked and unjuftifiable means.

U T as there are two other methods by which a private man may
B likewife be exalted to dominion, without being altogether ob-
liged either ta good fortune or his own Virtue, ¥ may not be amifs
to fay fomething of both in this place ; though perhaps I may fpeak
more at large concerning one of them when I come to treat of Re-
publics. Oneof thefe ways is when a man is advanced to Sovereignty
by unjuft and nefarious means; the other, when from a private con-
dition he becomes Prince of his Country by the favour and concur-
rence of his Fellow-citizens or Subje@s.

I thall fpeak chieﬂy of the firft in this chapter, and prove what I
fay by two examples, the one of ancient, the other of modern date,
without entering any further into the merits of the caufe, as I think
they will be fufficient for any man that has occafion to follow
them. Agathocles the Sicilian became King of Syracufe, not only
from a private, but from the loweft and moft abje& condition ; for
his father was a common Potter.
and wicked in all the different Stations of his life: yet (notwithftand-
ing his vices) his courage and aivity which were very great, inclined
him to follow a Military life; and he fucceeded fo well in it, that
he rofe through the feveral gradations of that profeffion to be Prator
of Syracufe. When he had thoroughly eftablithed himfelf in this
Office, he formed 2 defign of making himfelf Prince, and refolved.
to maintain that power by force and independently of every one elfe,
which he had obtained as a reward of his Services. For this pur=-
pofe, he entered into a correfpondence with Hamilcar, who then com-~
manded the Carthaginian forces in Sicily ; and having communicated.
his Scheme to him, he called the People and Senate of Syracufe to-

OV
(o
5

gether one morning, as if he had wanted to confult them in fome
matter of importance to the Common-wealth. But as foon.as they
were aflembled,, his Soldiers, upon a Signal before agreed upon, im-
mediately difpatched all ‘the Senators. and principal Citizens ; after
whofe death, he both feized upon the Government of that State,
and fupported himfelf in it without any obftruction or moleftation.
And tho’ he was afterwards defeated in two engagements with the Car--
thaginiaras and befieged by them in Syracufe, he not only found means
to.defend that City, but leaving one part of his forces for its fecurity,
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This man was remarkably diffolute
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