THE PRINCE, | Chap. VIIL,

:nvaded Africa with the other : by which fpirited conduc he prefently
raifed the Siege of Syracufe, and reduced the Carthaginians to fuch

extremities that they were forced to come to an accommodation with -

him, and contenting them{elves with their pofieffions in Africa, left
him to make his beft of Sicily.

Whoever then confiders the conduct and actions of Agathocles, will
find that he was but little, if any ‘thing at allyobliged to fortune ; for
he arrived at dominion, as we have already' fhewn, not by the favour
of others, but by lsis own military Virtue, and afterwards maintained
what he had thus acquired with infinite’ pains and hazard, merely by
dint of courage and refolation. - Buta man canmot: properly be calle
virtuous who maflacres”his Fellow~citizens, betrays his friends, and
has “no regard cither to his word: and:honour, or:to religion' and
humanity : for though indeed he may‘arrive atEmpire, he can never
acquire true glory by thofe means. When I refleét therefore upon
the intrepidity and addrefs of Agathocles, both in encountring and
extricating himfelf out of all dangers, as well as. his invincible
magnanimity in adverfity, 1 fee no reafon’why he may not be:ranked
amongft the greateft Captains : but if we confider: the horrid bar-

barities and innumerable other crimes he -was guilty of, he cer-
tainly does not deferve to be numbered with truly virtuous or ex-

cellent men. We muift not then attribute -to:Virtue or good for-
tune, what he accomplifhed without the:afliftance either of ‘one or
the other. : Fo g

The other inftance happened in our:own times and under the Pon-
tificate of Alexander VI. Oliverotto da Fermo being left an Orphan
in his Infancy, was educated by Giovanni Fogliani [ 4.]," his Uncle
by the mothers fide, and fent 'when he igrew up to ferve under ‘the
banners of Paolo Vitelli, in'order:to learn the art of 'warand qualify
himfelf fora general. But when Paolo: died he'bore arms under his
brother Vitellozzo; and being an a&ive {pirited man, foon became
one of his beft officers. However, as he thought it below him to be
any longer dependant upon others, ‘he confpired with certain Citizens
of Fermo (who chofe rather, it feems, to fee:their Country enflaved
than to live in liberty) to feize upon that City by the affiftance of Vi-
tellefco: for which® purpofe, he'wrote to his Uncle Foghani, that
having been abfent many years, he was defirous of paying hima vifit;
that o he might have an opportunity of feeing his old friends again,
and of looking alittle into his own affairs : and as his time had chiefly

[+] Guicciardine calls him Frangiani,
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