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Chap. VIII. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

himfelf : and any favour that he fhall thew them will then do him
but little fervice ; as they will look upon it as extorted by neceflity,
and confequently not worth their thanks [ 4].

EXAMEN CHAP VL

F other proofs were ftill wanting to convi& Machiavel of incul-

cating pernicious principles, we might have fufficient from his own
mouth. For what heavier charge can be brought againft any man
than that of laying down prules for the conduct of thofe that arrive at
dominion by wicked and unjuflifiable means 2 fuch is the Title of this
Chapter.

If he had only profefied to read lectures of Villainy to a private com-
bination of traitors and other abandoned wretches, it would not have
{feemed at all wonderful that he thould make choice of fuch Subjects
for the inftruction of his Pupils: but he {peaks to the whole World,
and addrefles himfelf in a particular manner to thofe that ought to
be the moft virtuous of mankind, as they are appointed to govern
others. 'What can be more infamous or horrible than to inftru& fuch
perfonages in the arts of perfidy and affaffination ? It is certainly much
to be withed, that, for the good of the World, fuch examples as
thofe of Agathocles and Oliverotto da Fermo, which Machiavel feems
to take fo much pleafure inciting, had never been recorded in hiftory.
They only ferve to call out thofe dangerous qualities into action, that
are rooted in the hearts of men naturally inclined to evil, and of
which, perhaps, they themfelves were not confcious before. How
many young people have corrupted their underftandings to fuch a
degree by reading Romances, that they affec to think and 2& no
longer like any one elfe but a Gandalin or a Medor [¢]? Without

[d] Which was the cafe with our King James II. with regard to granting liberty of
Confcience. On the other hand, we fee in the firft book of Tacitus’s Hiftory, Otho
tells his nephew, that Vitellius could not be fo wicked and ungrateful either to kill or
fpoil the nephew of an Emperor who had preferved his whole family, and quitted the
Empire to him voluntarily, though he might have fupported himfelf in it a long time, if
E | he had pleafed, as his army was eager to engage that of Vitellius. ¢¢ An Vitellium tam
' immitis animi fore, ut pro incolumi totd domo, ne hanc quidem fibi gratiam redderet.
- Non enim ultimi defperatione, fed pofcente pralium exercitu remiflifie Reipublicze ulti-

‘ mum cafum.” After he had told his Soldiers, ¢© Quanto plus {pei ottenditis, fi vivere
placeret, tanto pulchrior mors erit.” The more zeal you fhew to ferve me, and lay
down your lives for me, the more glorious and honourable it will be forme to #e; that
* fo I may not expofe fo many brave men to any further dangers.

[e] The Heroes of fome Romance, we may {uppoles
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