THE PRINCE, Chap. VI,

doubt there is a fort of contagious Enthufiafm in particular modes
both of thinking and acting. Charles XII. of Sweden, that extra-
ordinary man who overftrained all his Virtues to fuch a degree that
theyat laft degenerated into fo manyvices, carried theLife of Alexander
the Great about with him from his childhood : and it has been affirmed
by feveral perfons who were beft acquainted with this Alexander of
the North, that it was owing to Quintus Curtius that he ravaged
Poland and made Staniflaus a King, as Alexander had done Abdelo-
nymus, and that the battle of Arbella [ /] was the occafion of his
defeat at Pultowa.

[But I with Machiavel had quoted no worfe examples than that of
Alexander. He propofes Agathocles and Oliverotto da Fermo as
models of prudence and fuccefs ; men who fupported themfelves in
the poflefiion of their power, according to him, by a proper applica-
tion of cruelty] [g]. Now by prudence and a proper application of
cruelty, he means the commiffion of every kind of violence and wick-
ednefs that may be thought neceffary for the accomplithment of one’s
defigns : but it muft be done a// af once and at one Jtroke, and then
there s an end of the matter. Difpatch every man you fufpe&,
as well as your open enemies : but be quick, and don’t do things by

"halves.
In this manner he recommends fuch exploits as the Sicilian Vef-

pers, and the execrable mafifacre at Paris on St. Bartholomew’s day ;
the very remembrance of which is- enough to make any other man
tremblé. But he feems to make a joke of fuch horrible deeds, pro-
vided they are exccuted in fuch a manner as will only ftrike a tran-

[ /] The place where Darius was utterly routed. Quint. Curt. lib. iv. in init. & cap.q.

[2] Inftead of what is included betwixt the two crotchets above, the text runs thus
in the firlt edition : ¢ Me feroit il permis de defcendre d’un auffi grand exemple a de
moindres ? Il me femble que lorfqu’il s’agit de P'hiftoire de Pefprit humain, que la dif-
ference des conditions & des etats difparoiffent : les Rois ne font que des hommes, &
tous les hommes font egaux ; il ne s’agit que deg impreflions ou des modifications en
general, qu’ ont produit de certaines caufes exterieures fur Pefprit humain. Toute
I’Angleterre fait ce qui arriva a Londres il y a quelques annees. QOn y reprefenta une
affez. mediocre comedie fous le titre des Poleurs & des tours de Gueux, ou, The Beggar’s
Opera. Le fujet de cette picce etoit I'imitation de quelques tours de fouplefle & de
filouteries de voleurs, 1l fe trouve que beaucoup de perfonnes s’appercurent, au fortir de
ces reprefentations, de la perte de leurs bagues, de leurs tabatieres, & de leurs montres,
& lauteur fe fit fi promptement des difciples, qu’ils pratiquoient fes lecons dans le
Parterre méme. Ceci prouve aflez, ce me femble, combien il eft pernicieux de citer de
mauvais exemples, La premiere reflexion de Machiavel fur Agatocles & fur Oliverotto
da Fermo roule fur les raifons qui les foutinrent dans leurs petits etats, malgre leurs
cruautez. L’auteur Dattribue & ce qu'ils avoient commis ces cruautez a propos, ‘&c.
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