THE PRINCE, Chap. VIIL

It is impoffible in the nature of things that fuch a wretch fhould
ever enjoy a moment of eafe. Let any one read the Lives of Diony-
fius [ £ ], Tiberius, Nero, Lewis XI. of France, John Bafilowitz /],
&c. and he will fee that all thofe monfters ended their days in the
moft miferable manner.

Cruelty procceds from an atrabilaire and malevolent difpofition,
‘which, if not timely corrected, often turns to furious madnefs. If
then there was no fuch thing as Juftice upon Earth, or an Almighty
power in Heaven, it would ftill be the true intereft of every one to be
virtuous and humane ; as fuch difpofitions unite mankind in bonds of
amity, and are abfolutely neceflary for their happinefs and prefervation:

whilft vice and tyranny never fail to plunge them into mifery and
deftruction.

Jabes in animo cenfes habuiffe ? quae vulnera? Cujus autem vita ipfi poteft utilis efle,
‘cum ejus vitz ea conditio fit, ut qui illam eripuerit in maxima & gratid futurus fit &
glorid.

What a piGture of diftraction does Tacitus give us in the Charater of ‘Tiberius,
Annal. vi. cap. vi. Here fellows that Tyrant’s Letter to the Senate.. ¢ Quid fcribam
yobis P. C. aut quomodo feribam, aut quid omnino non fcribam hec tempore, Dii me
Dezque pejus perdant quam perire quotidie me fentio, fi fcio.” Upon which, the Hif-
torian makes this remark. < Adeo facinora atque flagitia ipfi quoque in fupplicium
verterant, Neque fruftra preeftantifiimus fapientie adfirmare folitus eft, fi recludantur
tyrannorum mentes, pofle afpici laniatus & iQus; quando ut corpora verberibus, ita
{zvitia, libidine, malis confultis, animus dilaceretur : quippe Tiberium non fortuna,
non f{olitudines protegebant, quin termenta peétoris fuafque ipfe pcenas fateretur.”
Which Mr. Gordon tranflates in this manner. ¢ What to. write to you, Confcript
Fathers, or in what manner to write, or what at all not to write at this inftant, if I
can determine, may all the Deities, Gods and Goddefles, doom me to flill mere
cruel agonies than thofe under which I feel myfelf perifhing-daily.”

So clofely did the horror of his cruelties and infamy haunt this man ef blood, ‘and
became his torturers | Nor was it at random what the wifeft of men was wont to afhrm,
that if the hearts of tyrants were difplayed, they would be feen full of deadly wounds
and gorings, fince what the feverity of Stripes is to the body, the fame to the foul is
the bitter anguifh of cruelty, luft, and execrable purfuits. To Tiberius, not his Im-
perial fortune, not his gloomy and inacceflible {olitudes, could enfure tranquillity, nor
exempt him from feeling and even avowing the rack in his breaft, and the avenging
furies that purfued him.”

Suetonius fpeaking of this letter in the Life of Tiberius, fays, ¢ Poftremo femet ipfe
pertzfus, tali epiftolz principio tantum non fummam f{uorum malorum profeflus eft.”

[#] A Tyrant of Syracufe, of whom Tully fays, ¢ Vita ejus nihil tetrius, mi-
ferius, deteftabilius.”

[/] Bafilius Suifki, Great Duke of Mofcovy. He mounted the throne in the year
1606, after Demetrius was murdered by the rebels ; but was rivaled by another Deme-
trius, fupported by the Poles, who defeated his army at Kovelfko, in 1607, routed
him the next year at Bolchow, and at laft dethroned him in 1610, and fhut him up in
the fort of Goftin, where he ended his life miferably. Butenfels.
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