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Chap. IX. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

CH A P IX:
Of ctvil Principality.

fhall now fay fomething of the other way of afcending to domi-
nion from a private condition; that is, when a principal Citizen
is advanced to Sovereignty over his own Countrymen, not by wicked
and violent means, but by their favour and co- opera ation ; which may
be called a civil Principality, and is not to be acquired either by virtue
or fortune alone, but by a lucky fort of craft. Such a pérfon, I fay,
is lifted up to Sovereign power cither by the favour of the Common-
alty, or the Nobility : for in every State there is a contrariety of dif-
pofition in the conftituents, the people being always jealous of their
liberty, and.afraid of being opprefled by the Grandees ; and the Gran-
dees ambitious to rule and domineer over the people [#]. This di-
verfity of inclinations is the occafion of contefts, which muft always
end either in a Principality, or a free Government, or in downrlgnt
licentioufnefs [#]. A Principality is introduced either by the Deop;e
or the Grandees, according as either one or the other of them have
an ohaoztumty and find their account in it: for when the Grandees
percelvc themfelves too weak to cope with the people, they fome-
times confer their whole authority upon one perfon, and make him
their Prince, in order to gratify their animofity more effectually under
the fhelter of his power[ ]. The people likewife do the fame thing,
but from different motives : when they can no longer make head
againft the oppreffion of the Grandees, they throw all their power
into the hands of one perfon alone, and appomt him their Prince t
defend and prote&t them. But a Prince who is raifed by the favour

[] Rapacity and violence being vices that are commonly incident to the great and
power!‘ul. ¢ Avaritiam & arrogantiam preecipua validiorum vitia,” Tacit, Hifl: i. ““Na-
turalem nobilitatis fuperbiam.”  Paterc. Hifl. ii.

[7] ¢ Poftquam exui :equahms, & pro modeftia ac pudore ambitio & vis incedebat,
provenere dominationes.” Here behold the rife of Prmmpa“t) ¢¢ Poftquam regum
pertefum, leges maluerunt.” Annal. iii. Here we fee the origin of Lmert}, or free Go-

ernment.. *¢ Tribunis reddica licentia quoquo vellent acxt:mdl ¢« s B con
tinua per viginti.annos difcordia, nom mos, non jus, deterrima qhegue il‘"anc ¥ hm
fprung up licentioufn={s, which al ways produces confufion. ¢ Inter Patres p‘equ ue
certamina exarfere ; mado turbulenti Tribuni; modo Confules g plaevahm Hifl,

[¢] As the HLrac* -ans did,
‘Was. t0o ftrong for. them, e
Prince in fsmc of them.

ho to revenge themfelves upon the Commonalty, v
Clearchus from uam{h,ncnt, and made him ¢
See mzu/,);aue/s Palitical Dijcourfes. Boaok i, Chap. xvi. .
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