~Chap. K.

AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

EXAMEN CHAD X
T HERE is no defire more generally implanted in ture,

than that of Liberty ; it is common to barbarians, as well as the
moft polite nations : for as we are born free, we think we have a right
to continue fo. To this unconquerable Spirit of independency, the
world is obliged for fo many great men : this firft gave birth to Re-
publican Governments, which conftitute a fort of equality amongft
mankind, and re-eftablifh them in their native freedom.

Machiavel in this Chapter lays down very good and commendable
rules for the conduc of fuch as are advanced to Sovereign power by
the free confent of the principal Citizens in a Common-wealth : and
indeed it is almoft the only cafe in which he will allow a man to a&
with common honefty. But unfortunately, itis a cafe that very fel-
dom or never happens. - The Republican Spirit ever jealous to excefs
of its liberty, prefently takes alarm at the leaft circumftance that
feems to threaten it with chains, and will not bear to admit even fo
much as the very idea of a Mafter. Many States in Europe have
thaken off the yoke of Tyrants for the fake of independency, as
might eafily be thewn : but it would be a difficult matter to produce
an example of any one that has been free and afterwards voluntarily
fubmitted to Slavery. Many Republics, it is true, in courfe of time,
have relapfed into Defpotifm ; and it feems to be a misfortune that at
laft muft inevitably happen to all. For how is it poflible that any
Republic thould be able to fupport itfelf for ever againit fo many ene-
mies as are perpetually undermining its liberties ? How can it reftrain
the ambition of powerful and afpiring men whom it fofters in its
bofom ? How guard againft the feductions and fecret practices of its
neighbours, as well as the corruption of its own members, whilft
private intereft is fo predominant in the World ? Can it expect always
to come off with Vi&ory and fuccefs in the wars which it muft of
neceflity be engaged in? or to prevent thofe conjunétures fo fatal to
liberty, thofe critical and hazardous moments which fometimes prove
fo favourable to wicked and bold men ? If its troops are commanded
by_ perfidious or cowardly Generals, it muft fall a prey to its Ene-
Mies : and if it has brave and enterprizing Officers at the head of
them, they will become dangerous in times of peace, after they have

¢en accuftomed to war.

Almoft all Republics raifed themfelves out of an abyfs of fervitude
tothe higheft pitch of Liberty; and almoft all of them have tumbled
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