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In what Manner the firength of all Principalities is to be comp

N examining the nature of all Principalities, another circumftance
I is alfo to be confidered ; and that is, whether a prince is ftrong
enough upon occafion to ftand upon his own bottom ; or whether
he depends for his fupport upon the afliftance of others. For the
clearer difcuffion of this matter, I fay, that in my opinion, a Prince
may very well fupport himfelf who has either men or money enough
to raife an army fuflicientto oppofe any one that fhall venture to in-
vade him : and on the other hand, I think fuch Princes as are not able
to keep the field againft an Enemy, but obliged to retire into ftrong
places and defend themfelves there as well as they can, muit always
be dependent upon others.  Of the former we have already {poken,
and fhall ftill fay fomething further as occafion occurs. As to the
fecond, it is fufficient only to advife Princes in fuch circumftances to
fortify the place of their refidence in the moft effe@ual manner they
can, and not to trouble themfelves about the reft of the Country.
For whoever does this, and has taken care to be upon fuch-terms with
his Subje&s, as we have already recommended, and fhall fay fomething
more of hereafter, will always find his Enemies very thy of attacking
him []; as men are naturally cautious of engaging in difficult en-

 terprizes [x] : and certainly it cannot be judged a very eafy one to

reduce a town that is in a good pofture of defence, and where the
Prince and the people are united. ;
Many of the towns in Germany are abfolutely free: and though
their territories are fmall, they. pay no further obedience to the Em-
peror than juft what they think fit, neither do they ftand in the leaft
awe either of himor of any other powerful neighbour. But then they
are {o well fortified, that every one muft be fenfible it muft be an ex-
ceeding tedious and difficult piece of work to reduce them: for they
are all {furrounded with deep ditches and ftrong walls with plenty of

cannon, and have always provifions of every fort laid up in their pub-

[w] Tacitus therefore blames Bardanes for embarrafling himfelf with the fiege of a
ftrong town, well furnifhed with all manner of provifions and ammunition, being go-
verned rather by paffion and revenge, than by common prudence. ¢ Solis felencien-
thus dominationem ejus abnuentibus, in quos, ut patris fui quoque defeftores, ira
Wagis, quam ex ufu preefenti, accenfus, implicatur obfidione urbis validee, muroque &
Commeatibus firmatae.” Annal. ii.

[x]  Omnes qui magnarum rerum confilia fufcipiunt zftimare debent an quod in-
ehoatur promptum effectu, aut certe non arduum fit.” Hif. ii.
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