THE PRINCE, Chap. X.

lic Magazines fufficient to maintain them for twelve months.  Befides
which, they have work-houfes to maintain their poor in fuch a man-
ner that they fball be no burden to the public ; where they may be
employed if they pleafe, from one end of the year to the other, in
{uch manufactures as are the chief fupport of thofe Cities, and fuftain
themfelves by their labour. Military difcipline and exercife are like-
wife in much requeft there; for the regulation of which they have
many good laws and inftitutions, '

A Prince then who has well fortified his Capital and is refpected
by his people, will hardly be attacked by any ‘one; or if he is, the
Enemy will be fure to come off with lefs and difgrace: for the affairs
of this World are {o fubject to change, that it is almoft impofiible for
any army to lie a whole year before a town without interruption. If
it be objected that the people who have houfes and pofleflions in the
Country will not have patience to fee them plundered and burnt ; and
hat fclf-intereft added to the miferies of a long Siege will at Jaft make
them forget their duty to their Prince: I anfwer, that a prudent and
{pirited Prince, who fometimes artfully buoys up his Subjects with
hopes that their fufferings will {oon be over ; fometimes ftrikes a ter-
ror into them by magnifying the cruelty and bloodthirftinefs of the
Enemy; and takes other proper means to quiet fuch of them as are
moft clamorous, will always overcome thefe difficulties at laft. We:
may add to this, that it may reafonably be fuppofed the Enemy, as ufual,
will lay wafte the Country with fire and Sword at their firfls asrival,
whilft the people are yet in good Spirits and. determined to’ defend
themfelves : in which cafe a Prince has fiill the lefs to apprehend,
becaufe all the mifchief will be done,and the lafs irretrievable, before
their ardour has begun to cool ; and then they will unite themfelves
fo much the more clofely with their Prince, as they will look upon
him to be the more ebliged to them for having facrificed their houfes
and poflefiions in his defence : for fuch is the nature of mankind that
they generally attach: themfelves to thofe whom they have once bene-
fited, with as much zeal and fidelity as if they had received: a favour
from them. So that when all thefe things are tharoughly confidered,
it will appear no difficult matter for a Prince both to gain and keep
the affe¢tions of the people in fuch: 2 manner, as to engage them to
ftand firm to him in a long Siege, if he be wife and provident, and takes
care that they are well {fupplied with every thing neceffary for theic
Suftenance and defence [ ¥ ],

[y] Agricola, therefore, reinforced the garrifons, and laid up freth quantities of

manition and provifions every year in all the towns under his command ; that fo they
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might be always in a condition to fuftain a long fiege upon occalion. Zaat. i vit.
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