Chap. XI. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.
take little or no care to defend them ; Subjeés, and give
no trouble about the government of them : and
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firipped of their dominions, nor forfeit the affeions of their Sub-
je@s; who, notwithftanding thefe failures, neither can, nor defire to
Je 3 ot 3 %
transfer them to any other power. So that fuch Princes are the hap~
ieft and moft fecure in the World. But as they are under the im-
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mediate fuperintendance and dire&ion of an Almighty Being, wha
both raifed and fupports them, and whofe operations are far above the

comprehenfion of our weak underftanding, it would be rath and pre-
fumptuous in any mortal man that fhould pretend to account for thefe
things : and therefore I may very well be excufed from entering into
any Solution of that kind [4]. Neverthelefs, as it may feem won-

[4] Some people find nothing wonderful in the rife, progrefs, and eftal

the papal Power, which Machiavel muft mean here : on the contrary,
r
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more furprifing, that it has not been greater, than that it has been fo greats =+ T
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dpeak humanly (fays the author of L’Efprit des Cours de I’ Europe, for Noy. 1699. p. 665.)

I do not find any thing fo very flrange in the exaltation of the Roman Pontifs, By the
help of fome paffages in the fcripture, they have perfuaded mankind of their Divinity
but is this a new thing? Do not men run the moft extravagant lengths in matters of
Religion ? Above all, they are fond of deifying their fellow-creatures, as is manifeft from
the heathen Syftem. Now, if it be once admitted, that the Roman Pontifs could
afily eftablifh the divine privileges of their office, was it not natural that men fhould
declare in their favour againt all other powers ? As for myfelf, fo far from being fur-
pized at their exaltation, I wonder how it was poffible for them to fail of univerfal
Monarchy. When I confider how many Princes have fhook off the Papal Yoke, I am
quite confounded : when I enquire into the reafons of it, I can afcribe it to nothing but
the two following general and known caufes, viz. That men do not always act
ably to their principles ; and that the prefent life makes a {tronger impreflion upo
minds than that to come.”

thers, on the contrary, look upon this matter as the
Armies, books, fermons, libels, and prophecies, fays Mr,
ployed againft the Popes: in fhort, every en
acir conquefts ; but all to no purpofe. 'The reafon of this is, becaufs e |
all manner of poffible arts and means to fucceed in thejr defigns. The thunder of their
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Anathemas has been enforced by arms, councils, crufades, and the tribunal of the inquifi-
tion ; whilfk craft, violence, courage, and artifice, have confpired to protect them, Their
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“omimon-

acquifitions have coft the lives of as many men as thofe of the Ron
wealth , and many writers apply to new Rome what Virgil fays of the

Multa quoque & bello paffus, dum conderet urbem

Inferretque Deos Latio.
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Zipporah faid to Mofes, Exod. iv. 25. ¢ Surely a blo
but if the Church were the wife of Jefus Chrift, her h

¢ reafon, ¢ furely a bloody wife art thou to me.”
%, to which the Popes raifed themfelves, &ill feems on

Voi, I, 4 F

thou to me :
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