Chap. XL AND . EXAMEN DU PRINCE.
deavoured to deprefslikewife 'in their turn, but to no purpofe. 'To
thefe caufes it was owing that the Popes had then fo little temporal
power in Italy. :

But afterwards, when Alexander VI. fucceeded to the Pontificate,
he exerted himfelf in"fuch a manner as none of his Predeceflors had
ever done, and thewed the World what a Pope was capable of doin
when he had money and troops at command : for an account of which,
and in what manner he availed himfelf of fuch a Minifter as Duke
Valentine and the French forces whilit they were in Italy, I muf
refer the Reader to what I have f{aid before concerning the conduét
and aétions of that Duke. And though his intention was not fo
much to aggrandize the Church as his Son, yet what he did for one
turned to the advantage of the other : for after he was dead and the
Duke deprived of that fupport, the fruits of their labours were feized
apon by the Church.

After him came Julius II. [¢] who found the Church in a flourifh-
ing condition. Romagna was wholly in its pofleffion, the Barons
of Rome greatly deprefled, and the factions almoft extinguithed by
the rigour of his Predeceffor. Befides which, he found a way opened
nd means already invented to raife money in fuch a manner as had
never been praétifed nor thought of before the Pontificate of Alexan-~
der hich advantages he ftill improved, and refolved not only to
make himfelf Mafter of Bologna, but to pull down the power of the
Venetians, and drive the French entirely out of Italy : and fucceeding
n all thefe enterprizes, he gained {o much the more reputation, as
he laboured folely to advance the interefts of the Church, and not
for the aggrandizement of his own family or friends. He left the
factions of the Colonni and Urfini in the fame condition that he found
them : and if they had been inclinable to raife frefh difturbances, yet
there were two circumiftances that would have prevented it. In the
firft place the Church was grown ‘{fo powerful, that they began to
ftand in great awe of it: and in the next, there were then no Car-
dinals in the Confiftory of each family [ /]. For all the quarrels that
had happened betwixt them were originally excited by fuch Cardi-
nals: and whenever they have any again, their animofities will cer-
tainly break out afreth ; as they never fail to promote party and faGtion
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[¢] Julius II. was not his immediate Succeflor,
Alexander V1. but he reigned only a few days.
[f] The faltions of the Urfini and the Colonni were fill further deprefled in the time
of-Sixtus V., by the creation of feveral Dukes and Princes, who, becoming their
tquals by thefe new Titles, likewife foon became their encmics, and quarrelled with
them about precedence,
both

Pius III. was the next Pope to
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