THE PRINCE, Chap. XI.

both within the walls of Rome and without. In thefe feuds the reft
of the Nobility are obliged to take either one fide or the other : o that
all the difcords and commotions that rifeamongift the Barons are occa-
fioned by the ambition of the Prelates.

His prefent Holinefs Pope Leo X is exalted to the Pontificate at a
time when the Church is exceeding powerful : and there is the great-
eft reafon to hope, that as his Predeceflors augmented its grandear by
their arms, he will make it {till more auguit and refpectable by his.
Virtue and the many excellent qualities he is pofiefled of.

EXAMEN CHAP XL

7 E meet with few inftances in ancient times of Priefts that have:
W become Sovereigns. I think the Jews were the only people
that we know any thing of, who had a fuccefiion of defpotic High:
Priefts : 1n all other nations, it feems-as if their Priefts did not con-
cern themfelves in any thing but their own funions. They offered
up the facrifices, they had eftablithed penfions, and fome particular
privileges : but they feldom took upon themfelves to inftrué, and
never to govern the people : and the reafon why there were no Reli-
gious wars amongft the ancients, I take to be this, that their Priefls.
were neither fuffered t&inculcate any particular doétrines-of theirewn:
that might divide the people into Seéts, nor had any authority which.
they could abufe. Inthe decline of the Roman Empire, all Europe:
fell into a ftate of anarchy and barbarifm, and at laft became divided:
into a thoufand petty Sovereignties. Many Prelates fet up for Princes,.
after the example of the Bithop of Rome; and it might have been:
expected, T fhould think, that people would live happily under fuch
Governors ;. for elettive Princes, whofe dominions are very fmall (as
thofe of Ecclefiaftics generally are) feem to lye under a neceflity of
treating their Subjets in a gentle and tender manner, if not from-
Religious, at leaft from palitical motives. It is certain however, that
0o other States in the World have fuch fwarms of beggars. There:
you have at one view a piGture of all the miferies that are incident to
mankind :. there one may fee numbers of poar creatures; not only
fuch as‘are drawn thither by the charity or liberality of the Sovereign ;.

“not cnly of retainers and other fuch reptiles as hannt the Koufes of
great men and creep after the train of Opulence ; [but of Balf ftarved
‘retches utterly deftitute of the peceflaries of life and of all means
 procuring .them. One would be apt to think that the people in
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