Chap.XII. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

CHAP Xk

How many forts of Soldiery there are 5 and concerning Mercenaries.

AV IN G fpoken pqrtic ilarly of the fever al forts of Principa-
ﬁ_ ties, as I pmpofed in the beginnin 1g ; and not only thewn the
nf::ﬁofis which 1 nany have taken both to acqui e and maintain them;
but in fome meafure confidered the caufes nat chi e”’/ contributed
either to their grandeur or decay, I {h'xL IlO w proceed to treat in a
general manner of the offenfive and defenfive means which the cy are
to n 51 e ule of upon occ afion.

ha e already faid, that if a Prince does not lay a good foun-
da*l“l to build upon, he will certainly be ruined at lat. . Now the
beft foundations of all States, whether new, old, or Dii;ed, are
good Laws and a proper milit tary force to fupport them [4] : but fince
'rood Laws cannot have any effect without a proper fcrcc, and fuct

a force will always give due w cw}t to fuch Laws; T thall here ¢/
nothing more of Laws, but confine myfelf to what regards the forces
and n wiiftcuy eftablithment of Princes.

I fay then, that the forces with which any Prince muft def j .f
dom muol;s, are either his own or mercenary, or auxiliary, or mixed.
Mercenaries and aux zharics both unferviceable and dan gerous ; dpd
the P;mce t’*“* *ruﬁs only to mercenaries will never fit firm or fecure
upon his th : for they are always difunited amongft thbmfdvcs,'
a’nbitiOUS, Dq"fchous, infolent to their friends, abj et to their ene~
mies, without any fear of God, or good faith fcwaids men ; {o tha
the perfon who confides in them is fure to be ruined whenevei he is
attacked : they will prey upon him themfelves in time of peace, and
when a war breaks out they will facrifice him to the et The
reafon of this is, becaufe they neither have any aftcctlon for} xu:ﬂ, nor
prmuple of honour, nor any other motive to keep them ﬂ ‘mly at-
tached to his Service, except their pay ; which is not a confids deration
of fufficient weight to prevall upon them to die for him. 'They
ready enough to receive their pay whilft thereis nothis
for it : but if they hear of an enbfzgement they Wiﬁ ci’.i {
forehand, or rur away in the day of battle. It would be a '-.fe:’y eafs

as Italy itfelf is now ruined by &ru{ ing {o r

matter to prove this,
years to mercenar y troops:; which at firft indeed fecmw, very brave an

cratoriam Majeftatem (fays Juftinian in. the preface to his Inflitutes) non
B 3] 1&1 etiam legibus ()yoxtet efle arinatam, ut utru mque. tempus,
sc[’fc* pofit gubernari”
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