THE PRINCE, . Chap. XIL

fo that things were reduced to fuch a pafs, that in an army of twenty
thoufand Soldiers there were feldom above two thoufand foot. Befides
this, the feveral Commanders of thefe forces found means to fecure
both themfelves and their men from all manner of fatigueand appre-
henfion of danger, by introducing the cuftom of not killing any one
in battle, but only of taking prifoners, and afterwards releafing
them without ranfom. When they laid Siege to a town they never
aflaulted it in the night, nor did the town{men make any Sallies upon
them in that feafon: they never fortified their camp with ditches or
any other kind of works, nor ever kept the field in the Winter: a
Difcipline invented and agreed upon amongft thofe Commanders, as
I faid before, to avoid danger and trouble ; and which has brought
Italy into Slavery and contempt.

EX AMEN.CHAR X

V ERY thing in this world is changed from what it was : the

very temperament of mankind is altered : and nature feems to
have eftablithed the fame tendency to variation in the temperament of
nations, if I may be allowed that expreflion. By the temperament of
a nation, I mean in general, its fituation, its extent, the number and
genius of the people, its commerce, cuftoms, and laws, its ftrength
and weaknefs, its riches and refources. This difference in governments
is fufficiently manifeft, and indeed would appear infinite if we were
to enter into a detail of particulars. But as Phyficians have no Nof-
trum that will agree with every conftitution and cure all diftempers;
fo Politicians cannot prefcribe general rules that will fuit every form
of government. This reflexion leads me to confider what Machiavel
fays concerning foreign troops and mercenaries. He abfolutely con-
demns the perfons that employ them upon any account whatfoever; and
argues from examples, in which he pretends that they have been much
more dangerous and prejudicial than ferviceable to {uch States as have
taken them into their pay. Itis certain indeed, and experience has
fully evinced, that the beft forces a State can employ are national
troops : and this might be proved beyond all poflibility of contra-
di¢tion by the noble ftand which Leonidas made at the Straits of
Thermopyle [ w ] ; but above all, from the {urprizing progrefs of the
Roman and Arabian arms [x].

[w] With three hundred men only, againft Xerxes’s whole army, which confifted of

a million. They all died fighting to the laft man, and had the following Epitaph made
vpon them,
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