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Chap. XII. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

ported by that nation, the Spaniards, and Savoyards. Are not thefe
examples fufficient to refute Machiavel ? and what avails his compa-
rifon betwixt the ufe of foreign troops, and Saul’s armour, which David
refufed when he went to fight Goliath, becaufe it was an incumbrance
to him? [A comparifon is no proof] [r]. It muft be owned, that
Auxiliaries are fometimes very troublefome to Princes: but do not
Princes likewile voluntarily trouble themfelves, when they make new
conquefts of Cities and Provinces by their affiftance ?

[In treating of the bad confequences of employing Auxiliaries [ /],
Machiavel alledges the example of the Swifs in the French Service :
but it is paft doubt, that the French have gained feveral battles by their
afliftance ; and if they were to difmifs the Swifs and Germans that
ferve in their infantry, their armies would be very much weakened] [#].

But fo much for his errors in judgment. Let us now examine
his morals The examples which he propofes for the imitation of
Princes, are {o very bad, that found morality and politics muft proteft
againft them. * Hiero the Syracufan, fays he, confidering that he
could neither difband his Mercenary troops, nor retain them any
longer without great danger, had them all cut to pieces.”

[For my part, I will not take upon me to anfwer for the veracity of
ancient’ hiftory in all points: but fuppofing what is here related of
Hiero’s conduct in this matter to be true, I would not advife any one
to imitate it. It is pretended that in a battle which he fought againft
the Mamertines, he divided his army into two parts, one confifting of
Auxiliaries, the other of national troops; and that he fuffer’d the
former to be cut to pieces, that he might gain the viGtory only with
the latter, Suppofe the Emperor of Germany had facrificed the
Englith in the fame manner, in the war which happened in the year
1701 : would that have been a certain way of conquering the French ?
To cut off the left arm in order to fight the better with the right,
feems to me to be a cruel and dangerous fort of folly, or rather of
extreme madnefs] [«]. ;

CHAD

[7] Here the firft Edition fays, ¢ Ce n’eft que de la créme fouettee.”——<¢ This is
mere whipped Sillabub.”

[/] Or Mercenaries rather.

[t] The paffage included betwixt the two crotchets, runs thus in the firft edition,
* Au fujet de ces auxiliaires, il cherche a jetter fon venin fur les Suiffes qui font au fervice
de France. 1l dois dire un petit mot fur le fujet de ces braves troupes ; car il eft indubi-
table que les Frangois ont gagnez plus d’une battaille par leurs fecours, qu’ils ont rendus
des fervices fignalez a cet Empire, & que fi la France congredioit les Suiffes & les
Allemands qui {ervent dans fon infanterie, fes armees feroient beaucoup moins redoubtables
qu'elles ne le font 2 prefent.”

. [#] Inftead of the paffage included betwixt the two crotchets above, the text runs thus
In the firft edition, ¢ Des faits pareils revoltent lorfqu’ on les trouve dans } hiftoire
mais
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