THE PRINCE,

C:H A P &IV,

The Duty of a Prince in relation to Military affairs.

\ Prince ought to turn all his thoughts, and care, and application,
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to the art of War: that, and the feveral forts of difcipline and
inftitutions relating to it, fhould be his only ftudy, the only profcflion
he thould follow, and the obje¢t he ought always to have in view. [x].
For indeed, that is the only profeflion worthy of a Prince; and is of
fo great importance, that it not only fupports thofe in their States who
are born Princes, but often advances men from a private condition to
that dignity [y]. On the contrary, it has frequently happened, that
fuch Princes as have led a foft and delicate courfe of life, inftead of
inuring themfelves to arms, have been entirely firipped of their do-
minions. And as a contempt of the Military Science is the principal
caufe of fuch lofles, fo the culture and profeflion of it chiefly contri-
bute to a man’s fuccefs and exaltation. Francifco Sforza, from a pri-
vate man, raifed himfelf to be Duke of Milan, merely by ding of arms:
and his pofterity, by feeking to avoid the troubles that attend a Military
life, were reduced from the State of Dukes, to the condition of private
men. For amongft other evils and inconveniencies that muft happen
to a Prince who is ignorant in the art of war, and confequently in a
manner unarmed, he will certainly become contemptible ; which is a

mais on fe fent indigne”de les voir rapportez dans un livre qui doit etre fait pour I’ in-
fru@ion des Princes. La cruauté & la barbarie font fouvent fatales aux particuliers,
ainfi ils en ont hotreur pour la plupart ; mais les Princes que la Providence a placez fi
loin des deftinees vulgaires, en ont d’autant moins d’averfion, qu’ils ne les ont pas a
craindre : ce feroit donc a tous ceux qui doivent gouverner les hommes, que P'on devroit
inculquer le plus d” Eloignement pour tous les abus qu’ils peuvent faire d’une puiffance
illimitee.”

[x] A Kingof Thrace ufed to fay there was no difference betwixt him and one of his
Grooms when he was not at war, When Nero began his reign, he faid he would em-
ploy himfelf wholly and folely in the command of his armies. Tacit. Annal. 13. Domi-
tian could not endure Agricola becaufe he was a better seneral than himfelf, being
vexed to be excelled in Military glory by a Subject, which he thought no one had a right
to but Princes. ¢ 1d fibi maxime formidolefum, fi militarem gloriam alius occuparet ;
catera ut cunque facilius diffimulari, ducis boni imperatoriam virtutem efle.”> [u Vit.
Agric.” * ¢ What Princes are they, except warriors, fays Grafian, whofe names are
recorded in the annals of fame.? The name of great belongs properly to them alone.
Hiftory is full of their exploits ; the world refounds with their praifes: fo much more
noble are the arts of war, than thofe of peace.” Chap. viii. of his Hero.

[y ] Tiridates king of Armenia ufed to fay, that a Prince muft not think to fup.
port himfelf in his dominions by the arts of peace alone; that it was fufficient for a
private man if he could maintain his ewn property ; but the glory of Princes was to
conquer the States of others. Tacit, dunal. 13. :
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