THE PRINCE, Chap. XIV.

body to hardfhips and fatigue, and at the fame time to inform himfelf
of the particular circumftances and conveniences of different countiies
through which he rides ; as the afcent and elevation of mountains, the
avenues of vallies, the extent of plains, the courfe of rivers, and the
nature of fens and moraffes [4]; in all which he fhould be extremely
curious and exa®, as he will reap two confiderable advantages from
it. In the firft place, he will thus become well acquainted with his
own Country, and confequently be better able to provide for its defence ;
and in the next, by frequent pradice, he will more eafily comprehend
the nature of other fuch fitudtions, when he has occafion to recon-
noitre them : for there is a certain refemblance and fimilitude betwixt
the hills, the vallies, the plains, the rivers and marfhes of Tufcany
(for inftance) and thofe of other Provinces ; {o that the perfect know-
ledge of one, will enable him to form a pretty good judgment of the
other. The Prince that is deficient in this point, wants the firft qua-
lification of a General : for by knowing the Country, he will have an
opportunity of chufing his camp, of marching his army, of drawing
it up, of engaging an enemy, and of laying fiege to a town, with great
advantage [¢]. Hiftorians relate it as praife-worthy in Philopemenes,
- Prince of the Achaians, that in times of peace he did not ceafe to
think of military affairs, and that when he was travelling upon the
road with his friends, he would often ftop and afk them fuch queftions
as thefe. Suppofe the enemy was upon that bill, and our army where we
are now 3 which would bave the advantage of ground? in what order
Should we march towards them, if we defigned to make an attack? If
awe infended to retreat, which would be the [afeft way 2 and if they drew
of; in what manner could we purfue them qwith the moff fecurity 2 Thus,
as they went along, he would propofe all the different cafes and acci-
dents that could happen to an army; and when he had heard their
feveral opinions, he gave his own, and his reafons for it : fo that by
continual attention to thefe matters, he acquired fuch a degree of ex-
perience and prefence of mind, that in any exigence or inconvenience

that occurred in time of war, he prefently found a remedy for it [ /'].
As

Vonomius was defpifed by the Parthians, who were a very warlike people, becaufe he
did not love hunting. ¢ Accendebat de dignantes & ipfe, diverfus a majorum inftitutis,
raro venatu.”” Tacit. Annal. 2.

[4] See Machiavel’s Political Difcourfes, Book III. Chap. xxxix.

[¢] All thefe parts of Generalfhip, Tacitus afcribes to his Father-in-law Agricola,
< [,oca caftris ipfe capere, zftuaria ac filvas ipfe preetentare, disjectos coercere :” and in
the next page, * Ad notabant periti, fays he, non alium ducem opportunitates locorum
fapientius legifle.” In Vit. Agric.

[ £] The author of the Effimate of the manners and principles of the times, makes the
following remark upon this paflage, ¢ Land officers in the capital are occupied in C’Dre‘;’s,

ards,
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