THE PRINCE, Chap. XIV.

EXAMEN. CHAP. XIV.

[#] Prince who applies himfelf to Military affairs only, does but one

half of his duty : it is evidently falfe that he has no occafion to be
any thing elfe but a Soldier’; and fo it will appear, if we recur to what
1 have faid concerning the origin of Government, in the firft Chapter of
this work. Machiavel’s Prince is like Homer’s Gods, who are repre-
fented as ftrong and powerful, but feldom or never as juft or equitable.
Ludovico Sforza had great reafon to attend principally to the profeffion
of arms, becaufe he was an ufurper [/].

Machiavel, who generally carries things too far in other matters,
feems to fall fhort in this point. To what purpofe does he fo ear-
neftly recommend hunting to Princes?] [#]

Is it only becaufe he takes it into his head, that they may ther by
come to be thoroughly acquainted with the nature and fituation of the

different places and pafles in their territories? If a King of France,
oran Emperor of Germany, could not come at a competent knowledge
of their refpetive dominions,ttill they had acquired it by hunting, they
might hunt, and in vain too, all the days of their lives.

But let us enter a little further into a difcuffion of this matter, by
way of a digreffion upon hunting ; as it is a pleafure fo eagerly purfued,
not only by many Noblemen and great Lords, but even by crowned
heads, efpecially in Germany. Hunting is a recreation, which indeed
gives ftrong exercife to the body, but affords little improvement to the
mind. [But Hunters will immediately tell me, that it is one of the
nobleft and moft ancient diverfions in the world. It may befo; I
do not condemn it, except when it is catried to excefs. What was

[#] The beginning of this Chapter runs thus in the firft Edition, ¢ Il y a une efpece
de pedanteri commune a tous les metiers, qui ne vient que de I’ avarice & de Yintem-
perance de ceux qui les pratiquent. Un Soldat eft pedant lorfqu’ il's’ attache trop a'la
minutie, ou lorfqu” il eft fanfaron & qu’ il donne dans le Donquicfoti{me. L’ Enthou-
fiafme de Machiavel expofe ici fon Prince a etre ridicule : il exaggere fi fort la matiere,
qu’ il veut que fon Prince ne foit uniquement que Soldat 3 il en fait un Don Quichotte
complet, qui n’ a I’ imagination remplie que de champs de bataille, de retranchements,
de 1a maniere d’inveftir des places, de faire des lignes & des attaques. Mais un Prince,
&c.”——But this is cut off in the fecond Edition.

[/] Machiavel fays nothing at all of Ludovico Sforza in this Chapter : he mentions
Francifco indeed, but as an example to his purpofe of one that had acquired a Princi-
pality by dint of his own arms and experience in war.

[7] Inftead of what isincluded betwixt the two Crotchets above, the text runs thus in
the firft Edition. ¢ Cet auteur ignore jufqu’ au Catechifme de la Juftice: il ne connait
que Pinteret & la violence. L’auteur ne reprefente jamais que de petites idees: fon genie
redreflee n’embrafle que des fujets propres pour la politique des petits Princes: rien de
plus faible que les raifons dont il fe fert pour reccommander la Chaffe aux Princes, &c.”
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