THE PRINCE. Chap. XV.

in which men now live, is fo different from that in which they ought to
live, that one who deviates from the common courfe of practice, and
endeavours to do what indeed he fhould do, is in the high road to ruin,
whilft he thinks he is taking the only means to fecure himfelf from it.
Thus, a good man and one that is defirous to approve himfelf as fuch
in all refpects, muft certainly be undone amongft fo many others of a
different principle [y]. So that it is abfolutely neceflary for a Prince,
who would fupport himfelf, to learn not to be good {fometimes, and to
make ufe of that knowledge upon occafion, as the exigency of his
affairs may require.

Laying afide then all imaginary Schemes, that relate to the inftitution
of a Prince, in order to come to the truth of the matter, I fay that all
men, but efpecially Princes, (who are placed in a more confpicuous
point of view) are marked and diftinguithed by fome quality or other,
which procures them either reputation or dithonour. For inftance, one
is accounted liberal, another fparing[2]; fome profufe, others rapa-
cious; fome are cruel, others merciful; fome faithle(s, others punctual
and exact in performing their engagements; fome are effeminate and
pufillanimous, others bold and courageous ; fome courteous and humane,
others haughty and difdainful ; fome are lafcivious, others are chafte;
fome men of probity and plain dealing, others double hearted and de-
ceitful ; fome are fiff and referved, others affable and eafy of accefs;
fome again are grave, others full of levity ; fome religious, others wicked
and profligate, and {fo on.—Every one, I am fenfible, will allow that a
Prince endowed with all the good qualities, juft now mentioned, would
be much to be praifed, and an ineftimable treafure: but fince the frailty
and preverfenefs of human nature is fuch, that it is impoffible for any
man to put them all in practice, even if he was in poffeflion of them
(which yet is not to be expected) [4] it is neceflary that a Prince thould
be fo well inftructed, as to know how to avoid the infamy ef thofe vices,
which may deprive him of his State, and to take great care not to com~
mit others, (which perhaps may not be altogether fo pernicious in their
confequences) if he can pofiibly help it: but if that is not pofiible, it

{¥] See the inftance of Pertinax towards the latter end of the nineteenth Chapter.

[#] Machiavel, fays mifero, which is a Florentine word ; becaufe avaro, fays he, in
our language fignifies, a man that enriches himfelf by rapine, and plundering others ;
whereas we call him mifero, who is too {paring of his own: a parenthefis which would
have broken the thread of the difcourfe, and therefore, as the Editor thought, would be

here better thrown into the form of a Note. The Latins ufe the word mifer in the
fame fenfe, ,

Queerit et inventis mifer abftinet, ac timet uti. - Hor. de. Art. poet.

And we fay mifer, miferly, and miferably covetous. . o
[a] ¢ Adhuc nemo extitit, fays the younger Pliny in his Panegyric, cujus virtutes
nullo vitiorum confortio lederentur.”
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