Chap. XVI. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

not only to be accounted liberal, but to be fo in reality. © Was there
ever any inftance of a hero that was not liberal ? 4or my part, I
know of none. To be covetous, is to fay in a few words, © if you
ferve me, do not expect any reward for it ; if you do, you will be mf—
appointed :” it is extinguithing the ardour with which every Subject is
naturally infpired to ferve his Prince. It muft be owned indeed, that
in order to be liberal, a Prince ought to be an ceconomift; for
who does not take proper care of his own affairs, can never have it in
his power to do good to others. Let the example of Francis I. King
of Francc, fuffice at prefent, whofe exceflive expenccc were in-a great
meafure the caufe of all his misfortunes. That Prince could not juftly
be faid to be liberal, but profufe; and yet towards the latter end of his
life he began to grow covetous: inftead of bei ing a good ceconomift, and
diftributing his revenue in a proper manner, he filled his coffers with
it. But riches, witheut due circulation, are of little {fervice ; a fufficient
and well managed revenue is the point to be attended to. A private

man, or a Prince, whole «:nowiedge extends no further than how to.

amafs treafure, and then to bury it, is fhort of the mark; he ought to
make it circulate in order to be truly rich. The Medici were wholly
indebted for the Sovereignty of Florence to the prudence and Liberality
of the Great Cofimo, who, though but a plain Merchant, was the Father
of his Coun;ry.—-—Avaruc is the effet of a narrow circumfcribed genius,
and I think Cardinal de Retz was in the right, when he faid, #baz no
expence was to be [par’d in the execus tion of great defigns.

"A Pri Ince, then ought to make it his buﬁnefe to furnith himfelf with
fufficient funds aqd refources, oy encouraging commerce and induftry
amongit his fubjects; that fo he may have it in his power to be liberal
and magm icent upon proper occafions ; and that will make him be-
loved and eftee z“ed though Machiavel fays, it will bring him to poverty
and contempt. One might, indeed, L"ue expe(f‘(ed fuch a leflon from

a common Ufurer; but are thefe inftructions fit for 2 man to give who:
pretends to tutor Princes P—A Sovereign ought to be an emb]em of

Heaven, which daily dif pen{cq its dews and fhowers, and yet has
an inexhauftible fource of blef] lings left to refrefh and fertilize

man-
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