THE PRINLCE, Chap. XVII.

CHAP XVl

OF Cruelty and Clemency, and whether it is better for a Prince fo be
J ) ; J

> ] A y
J76’(77 eq or veéioved

T O proceed in due order to the other qualities abovementioned, I
J|  fay, that a Prince fhould defire to be efteemed merciful. Never-
thelefs he ought to take great-care how he exercifes his clemency. Cefar
Borgia was accounted cruel ; but his cruelty notonly thoroughly reformed
and united Romagna, but fettled it in peace, and kept it firm in alle-
giance to him. Which being duly confidered, he will appear much
more merciful than the Florentines, who, to avoid the reproach of
cruelty, fuffered Piftoia to be deftroyed [#].—A Prince theretore thould
not regard the imputation of cruelty, provided it is neceflary to keep
his fubje&s united and in obedience : fince by making a few examples,
he will prove himfelf more merciful in the end, than he who, by
oo much indulgence, fuffers fuch diforders to arife, as commonly
terminate in murder and rapine [o]: for thefe enormities injure and
difturb the peace of a whole community; whereas legal executions
extend only to particular perfons. But for a new Prince it is almoft
impofiible to avoid the charge of cruelty, as he muft paturally be fur-

rounded with dangers on every fide [p]. Hence Virgil, in the firft book
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‘[#] By not exterminating the two families of Panciatichi and Cancellieri, who di-
-vided that City into two factions, and threw every thing into diforder and confufion by
their quarrels. See Machiavel’s Political Difcourfes, Book 111. Chap. 27.

[¢] Thus Tacitus fays of Corbulo, that his feverity was of great fervice, by reftor-~
ing military difcipline to its ancient vigour ; as the indulgence of former Generals had
almoft ruined their armies by pardoning deferters, &c. ¢ Quia duritatem czli militize-
gque multi abnuebant, deferebantque, remedium feveritate quafitum et . oo o
idque ufu falubre, & mifericordia melius apparuit ; quippe pauciores illa caftra deferucre,
quam €2, in quibus ignofcebantur.”  Annal. 13.

[p] Every new Prince, fays Tacitus, ftands upon a tottering foundation, and is ex-
pofed to a thoufand accidents and dangers, ‘¢ novum & nutantem Principem.” Annal. 1.
s ad omnes principatils novi eventus cafufque.” Hyt. 5. He adds, that people often
rife againft a new Prince, even when he gives them no occafion fo to do; only becaufe
the change of a Prince furnifhes them with an opportunity of throwing things into
confufion, and tempts men of turbulent Spirits to hope they fhall fucceed better, and
ménd their fortunes in civil wars. ¢ Seditio inceflit nullis novis caufis, nifi quod mu-
tatus Princeps licentiam turbarum & ex civili bello fpem p iiorum oftendebat. An-
nal. 1. Lewis XI. of France therefore ufed to fay, ¢ that if he had not aéted with ri-
gour-in the beginning of his reign, he fhould have been numbered amongft the unfortunate
Princes fpoken of by Boccace”” Another thing which makes it a very difficult matter
for new Princes to refrain from fevere meafures, is, that their Subjeéts commonly take
> oreat freedoms with them, knowing that they fit but loofe upon their thrones at firft,
and
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