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Chap. XVI. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE. 625

of his Zneid, makes Dido excufe the inhofpitality of her Subjets from
the newnefs of her Government, ;

Res dura, & regni novitas metalia cogunt
Moliri, & laté fines cuftode tueri

my cruel fate,
And doubts attending an unfettled State,
Forced me to guard my Coaft.

DRrRYDEN.

However he ought to be flow in giving credit to reports, not over
hafty in his proceedings, and to beware of frighting himfelf with phan-
toms of his own raifing; tempering his mercy with praudence in fuch
a manner, that too much confidence may not put him off his guard,
nor caufelefs jealoufies make him infupportable.

From hence arifes a Query, viz. whether it is better to be loved or
feared : to which I would anfwer, that one would wifh to be both.
But fince that is a very hard matter to accomplifh, it is fafer to be
feared than beloved, if ong fide or other of the queftion muft neceffa~
rily be taken: For it may be truly affirmed of mankind in general, that \
they are ungrateful, inconftant, hypocritical, felf-interefted, and ready
to fly from any appearance of danger: whilft you are fecure, and in a
capacity of doing them any good, their lives and fortunes, and Chil-
| dren (if you believe them) are all at your Service: but if fortune turns

her back upon you, they will foon follow her example, as I faid be-
| fore[¢]. The Prince then who has no other foundation to rely upon
but their profeflions, will certainly be ruined : for though indeed he
i may think he has reafon to depend upon the affection of thofe who
i | follow him (if not from motives of generofity and difintereftednefs, or
| regard to his perfonal merit) at leaft from a‘fenfe of the favours and

and are not able to ftem any powerful oppofition, ¢ Ufurpata ftatim libertate, licentius,
ut erga principem novam.” Hif. 1. Duke Valentine ufed to fay, ¢ that the maxim
oderint dum metuant, muft of neceflity be followed by fuch as have raifed themfelves to
Sovereignty from a private condition ;> quoting the inftance of Julius Cafar, who en-
joyed the Empire but five months, becaufe he flighted the counfel that was given him by
Hirtius and Panfa, who advifed him to fupport his power by the fame method that he
had acquired it. ¢ Laudandum, fays Paterculus, experientid confilium eft Panfx atque
Hirtii, qui femper przdixerant Celfari ut principatum armis quefitum, armis teneret.
Ille di&itans mori fe quam timeri malle ; dum clementiam, quam preftiterat, expeQat,
incautus ab ingratis occupatus eft.” Hif.2. One muflt conclude therefore with Sal-
luft, that the beft means to preferve power, are thofe that were made ufe of to obtain it.
“ Imperium eifdom artibus retinetur, quibus partum eft.”
| [4] ¢ Profperis Vitellii rebus certaturi, adverfam ejus fortunam ex zquo detre&ta-
, bant.”  Tacit, Hiff. 2. ¢ languentibus omnium Studiis, qui primo alacres fidem atque
1 animum oftentaverant.” Hifl, 1.  cateris aliena pericula deferentibus.” Annal. 13.
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