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Chap. XVI. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

this can be attributed to nothing elfe but his extreme feverity, which,
in conjunction with his other admirable qualities, made him both feared
and refpected, and without which, all the reft could not have produced
fuch an effect. And yet there are fome writers (but of little judgment
indeed) who though they admire his great exploits, make no feruple of
condemning the caufes to which they might principally be affigned.
Bat in order to fhew that his other virtues would not have been fuffi-
cient for this purpofe without fuch a degree of feverity, let us refle®
upon the conduct of Scipio, a General of the higheft reputation, not
only in his own times, but in the hiftory of all others that have fince
pafied.  His forces mutinied againft him in Spain ; a difafter that was
wholly owing to his lenity, which had encouraged them to fuch a de-
re¢ of licentioufnefs, as was by no means confiftent with military dif-
cipline [2] : upon which account, he was upbraided by Fabius Maximus
in full Senate, as the corrupter of the Roman Soldiery [a]. Another in-
flance of his too great mildnefs in this refpet was, that when the in-
habitants of Locris complained to him of being plundered and abufed
by one of his Lieutenants, they met with no manner of redrefs, nor
was that officer in any wife either reprimanded or chaftied for his info-
lence [4] : to excufe which, one of the Senators [¢] faid,  there were
fome men who knew better how to avoid doing ill themfelves, than to
punith it in others.” Itis certain, however, that fo dangerous a man-
ner of proceeding would in time have tarnithed his glory, if he had
been a Prince : but as he lived under a Republican government, it was
not only connived at, but added to his reputation.—I conclude then
with regard to the queftion, wbether it is better to be foared or beloved,
that it entirely depends upon the inclinations of the fubjeés themfelves,
whether they will love their Prince or not ; whereas the Prince has it
in his own power to make them fear him ; and if he is a wife man,
he ought to truft to what depends upon himfelf alone, and not upon

the caprice of others, but to remember at the fame time, to conduét
himfelf (as I have faid before)

hated [].

[z] He was afterwares obliged to ufe more rigour, ibid.
{4} « Natum eum ad corrumpendam difciplinam militarem argyebat.” Tz, Liw.
Dec.’3. Lid. I1.

[¢] Plutarch calls him Pleminius. It was upon thefe complaints that the Romans
were for depriving Scipio of the Government of Sicily, and bringing him to a trial,

[¢] Quintus Metellus,

{d] Plutarch fays, in the life of Lycurgus, that Eurytion, King of Sparta, baving re-
laxed the royal authority a little, in order to pleafe his Subje&s, they grew fo infolent and
licentious after they perceived the reins loofe, that when his Succeflors endeavoured to
telume a proper degree of authority, they became mortally hated by the people.

L 2 E X-

in fuch a manner as to avoid being

627

R SO ECAT- NIt 2 s




	o-ital-mach-120q-v1-165

