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THE PRINCE, Chap. XVIIL

I conclude then, that a cruel Prince is much more expofed to treafon
and other dangers, than one that is tender and merciful : for cruelty
is infupportable, and people foon grow tired of fear: but goodnefs is
always amiable, and fubje@s are never weary of being affe@ionate.—
It is much to be withed, therefore, for the happinefs of mankind, that
all Princes were good, without being too indulgent : that fo their Ienity
might always be regarded as a virtue, rather than defpifed as a weak-
nefs,

€ H AP XVII.
How far Princes are obliged to obferve their Engagements.

OW honourable and praife-worthy it is in a Prince to a& with

integrity and good faith, rather than to have recourfe to artifice
and collufion, every one muft be fenfible. Neverthelefs, experience has
thewn us that thofe Princes of our own times, who have made the leaft
account of their word and honour, have done the greateft things ; and
that by dint of craft and circomvention, they have for the moft part
got the better of others, who proceeded with fincerity and regard to
their engagements.—It muft be obferved then that there are two ways
of deciding any conteft, the one by Laws, the other by force; the
former is proper to men, the latter to beafts. But as laws are not

@2lways fufficient to end the difference, it becomes neceflary fometimes

to make ufe of force. A Prince therefore ought to know how to re-
femble a beaft as well as a man, upon occafion : and this is obfcurely
hinted to us by ancient writers, who relate that Achilles, and feveral
other Princes in former times, were fent to be educated by Chiron the
Centaur ; that as their Preceptor was half-man and half-beaft, they
might be taught to imitate both natures, fince one cannot long fup-
port itfelf without the other. Now, becaufe it is fo neceflary for a
Prince to learn how to a& the part of a beaft fometimes, he fhould
make the Lion and the Fox his patterns: for the Lion has not cunning
enough of himfelf to keep out of Snares and toils; nor the Fox alone
fufficient ftrength to cope with a Wolf: fo that he muft be a Fox to
enable him to find out the fnares, and a Lion in order to terrify the
Wolves; and he that copies the Lion only is wanting to himfelf.—A

~\ wife Prince therefore, ought not to regard his word when the keeping

it will be to his prejudice, and the caufes no longer {ubfift which obliged
him to give it. ‘This is a maxim, indeed, which fhould not be incul-
cated, if the generality of mankind were good; but as they are far

otherwife, and will not perform their engagements to you, you are not
: obliged
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