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Chap. XVII. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

upon, and confequently cannot tell how to determine.—There is a
Prince alive at this time (whofe name however it magnot be proper to
mention) who has nothing in his mouth ‘but PegglPani good Faith :
and yet if he had inclined either to one or the other, he would long
ago have loft both his reputation and dominions [o].

EXAMEN. CH AP, XVIIL

\HIS Preceptor of Tyrants has the aflurance to aflert here, that
Princes ought to make themfelves perfe&t mafters of diflimula-
tion in order to deceive the world—Now, in the firlt place, every
one knows how curious the Public is. It is an animal that fees every
thing, hears every thing, and fpeaks of every thing: and if this curio-
fity examines the conduét of private perfons, it is only by way of
amufement in leifure hours: but when it pries into the a&ions of Princes,
it is becaufe its own interefts are concerned in them. So that Princes
are more liable to be watched in their proceedings than other people.
They are like Stars which are obferved by Aftronomers: their Courtiers
are making continual remarks upon them; the leaft gefture or glance
of the eye lays open their hearts, and the people will form a pretty
good guefs from them. In fthort, they can no more conceal their vices
than the fun can cover its fpots. The mafk of diffimulation may hide
the natural deformities of a Prince for a while perhaps; but he cannot
wear that mafk continually : it muft be taken off; or at leaft lifted u

now and then, if it be only to breathe; and one glimpfe is fufficient
to fatisfy men of penetration [p]. Artifice will then be of no further
fervice to that Prince : men will not judge of him by his profeffions
alone, they will naturally lay his actions together, and then compare
his deeds with his words. Falfehood and diffimulation cannot ftand
fuch a proof: for no man can well fupport a fiitious charaéter ; he
will foon difcover himfelf, and appear in his own colours, and therefore
he ought to be in reality what he would have the world think he is :
otherwife he may make a fool of himfelf, but he cannot deceive the

[2] The abovementioned Ferdinand V. King of Arragon and Caftile, is here meant,
who owed the acquifition of the Kingdoms of Naples and Navarre merely to perfidy and
breach of faith. Upon which, a certain Italian Prince, who was his cotemporary,
ufed to fay, ¢ that Ferdinand fhould fwear by fome God in whom he believed, before
he would truft him.”

[#] ¢ Animus ejus vultu, flagitia parietibus tegebantur; fed hzc obftru@io nec diuturna
eft, nec obduta ita, ut curiofis oculis perfpici non poflit.”” Cic. pro. P. Sext.—< Quam
non eft facilis virtus ! quam vero difficilis ejus fimulatio 1” Idem. Epift. ad Astic. lib. VII.
Ep, 1.—¢¢ Te&ta omnia celeriter, tanquam flofculi, decidunt; nec fimulatum poteft
quidquam efle diuturnum.” Idem, De Offic. b, 111,
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