Chap. XVII. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

After our Politician has endeavoured to prove the neceflity of being a
Villain, he encourages his difciples to be {o, from the little difficult
they will find in it; ¢ thofe, fays he, who are mafters of diffimula-
tion, will never want Dupes s’ which is faying in other words,  your
neighbour is a weak man, and you are an artful cunning fellow: it is
neceflary therefore that you fhould defraud him.” This is a fort of
Logic, however, for which feveral of Machiavel’s pupils have either
been hanged, or broken upon the wheel.—But he is not content with
having thewn, in his manner, how eafy a thing it is to be a rogue ; he
proceeds to recommend fraud and perfidy by the example of fome that
have fucceeded in their defigns by fuch means. Yet unluckily for him,
Czfar Borgia, the moft thorough-paced and perfidious villain that ever
lived, his great pattern Cefar Borgia, was utterly ruined at laft. He
therefore carefully avoids all mention of his name upon this occafion;
as he was not an example for his purpofe: and where indeed could he
expect to find any fuch, except in the lives of fome wicked Popes and
Tyrants? He affirms that Alexander VI. the vileft and moft faithlefs
hypocrite of his time, always fucceeded in his defigns, becaufe he was
perfectly acquainted with the weaknefs and credulity of mankind. But
I will venture to fay that the fuccefs of moft of that Pope’s defigns was
not fo much owing to the credulity of mankind, as to a fortunate con-
currence of certain events and circumftances of affairs ; particularly to
the ambition both of the French and the Spaniards, the hatred and di-
vifions which then reigned amongft the chief families in Italy, and the
weaknefs of Lewis XIL and to affert on the contrary, that want of
good faith, and too much refinement, is thought a defett in policy,
even by Politicians themfelves. . Don Lewis de Haro [ /], who was an
able Minifter himfelf, told Cardinal Mazarin ¢ that he was guilty of a
great error in Politics, becaufe he zever obferved his word upon any
occafion.” The fame Cardinal was told by Marfhal de Fabert, whom
he defigned to employ in a negotiation with the Duke of Savey, ** that
he could with his eminence would not infift upon his deceiving the Duke
at that time, fince the matter in queftion was but a trifle: for as the
world efteemed him 2 man of honour, he thought it would be better
to referve the facrifice of his reputation, ' till the Kingdom itfelf, or fome
other fuch important concern, was at ftake” [7].

But

1 A Grandee and Minifter of State in Spain, Nephew to the Duke de Olivarez.

He did: confiderable. fervice to the crown of Spain, and particularly by negotiating the

peace with Cardinal Mazarin, betwixt France and that Kingdom, in the year 1659. See
Hiftoire du Siecle courant.

[t]. Mazarin was Prime Minifter of France about the middle of the laft century, in

the minority of Lewis XIV. and under the regency of Q; Anne of Auftria. He or-
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