T HEPRINCE, Chap. XVIIL

But to wave fuch arguments as might be drawn from the diGates of
honour and virtue, and to.reafon only from confiderations of felf-inte-
reft, I maintain that-ic is bad Policy in Princes to abufe and deceive the
world : for they can.do it but once; and after that, nobody will put
any further confidence in them. Princes fometimes fet forth the mo-
tives of their proceedings in a Manifefto, and prefently after'a& in di-
rect contradiction to their declarations: but fuch bold ftrokes as thefe
foon put an end to all-truft and dependance; and the eatlier they hap-

pen, the more fhamelefs does their prevarication appear. ‘The Romifh.

Church, to avoid inconveniences of this kind, has very wifely or-
dained, that fuch as are to be canonized fhall pafs a noviciate of an
hundred years; during which, the memory and witnefles of their foi-

bles becoming extin&, and no evidence of that kind appearing againft:

them, their Apotheofis is fecured.-£Neverthelefs, I confefs there are
{fome difagreeable and melancholy occafions, which oblige a Prince to
break his treaties and alliances : but yet he fhould do it in as honour-
able a manner as poffible, by giving his allies timely notice that he is
going to feparate himfelf from them, and never proceed to extremities,
unlefs the fafety of his people, and the moft urgent neceflity compel
him to it.

We may obferve in the laft place, how vices multiply in Machiavel’s
hands. He advifes a Prince that has little or no Religion to add hypo-
crify to his infidelity, and thinks the people will be more taken with a
fhew of devotion, than difgufted with any ill treatment they meet with'
trom him. There are others I know of this opinion: but, for my
own part, I think, one ought to make great allowances for {peculative

errors,, if they are not attended with a corruption of heart ; and that

the people will always be more ready. to excufe a Prince that is Scepti-:
cally inclined, but an honeft man and their Benefactor, than another
who is orthodox in his tenets, buta villain and a Tyrant in his altions :
for the actions, and not the opinions of Princes, make men happy. or
miferable, -

dered his body. to ‘be opened after his-death, Upon which, our Countryman, Tom:
Brown, amongft many other very fevere things in an Epitaph he made upon him, fays,

¢¢ Pectus tamen poft mortem apertum eft:
Tum primum patuit vafrum cor Mazarini :
Quod nec precibus, nec lachrymis nec injuriis moveretur,
Diu quafivimus, invenere Medici, cor lapideum.
Brown’s Warksy Yol. IV. p. 249.
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