Ghap. XIX, AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

L H AL 3K

That Princes fhould take care not to make themfelves either bated or
defpifed.

AVING diftin&ly confidered the moft important of thofe quali~

ties which I mentioned above, 1 fhall briefly . difcufs the reft in
a general difcourfe upon this fubject, viz. that a Prince thould take par-
ticular care, as I have hinted before, to avoid doing fuch things as may
make him either odious or contemptible : which if he can do, he will
fll his part pretty well, and need not. be under any apprehenfion of
danger from the infamy of other vices.—Nothing, as I have already
faid, makes 2 Prince fo odious to his fubjects as ufurping their eftates,
and debauching their wives and daughters ;. from both which kinds of
violence he ought therefore moft carefully- to refrain: for whillt he
neither invades their property nor their honour, the Generality will live
quietly and contentedly, and he will have nothing to ftruggle with but.
the ambition of fome few perfons, which yet he will eafily find many
ways and means to reftrain. A Prince becomes contemptible when he:
is accounted changeable, full of levity, effeminate, pufillanimous, and
irrefolute [#]; all which imputations he fhould fteer clear of as fo-
many dangerous Shoals, and endeavour to keep up the character of
magnanimity, courage, gravity, and refolution in all his actions. When
he takes cognizance of the private affairs of his Subjects, he fhould fee
that his fentence is duly executed, and infpire them with fuch an opinion
of his juftice, that nobody may dare to think of abufing or deceiving
him. The Prince that condu&s himfelf in this manner will always
be well efteemed : -and that efteem will always be a great prefervative to
him both againft private confpiracies and open attacks:.for people
will be very cautious how they attempt any thing of either kind, when
they have fo able and refolute a man, and fo much refpected by his
Subjeés, to deal with.

A Prince then you fee has two things to guard againft, the machi-
nations of his own Subjecs, and the attempts of powerful foreigners ;
the latter of whom he will be able to cope with, if he is well armed,
and has good allies ; and fuch he will always be {ure to have, whilft his
arms are refpeGtable.  His affairs at home likewife will be upon a good
footing, fo long as he is not molefted from abroad, except they are

: [«] ¢ Vitellium fubitis offenfis, aut intempeflivis blanditiis, mutabilem contemne-
bant, metuebantque.” Tacit. Hifl, 2.
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