Chap. XIX. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

orted by the Mujefty of his State, and the affiftance of his friends and
allies [a} ; fo that if he has likewife the affetions of his people, it is
almoft impofiible that any man thould be mad enough to think of con-
fpicing againft him. - For if a Confpirator has reafon to be afraid (as it
ufually happens) before the execution of his defign ; certainly he muft
have much more afterwards, when he has exafperated the people, and
left himfelf no refuge to fly to.  Of this I might give feveral examples:
but I {hall content myfelf with one only which happened not long ago.
Hannibal Bentivoglio (grandfather of the prefent Hannibal) Prince of
Bologna, having been murdered by the Cannefchi [4], who confpired
againft him, the people, by whom the Bentivogli were extremely
beloved, immediately took arms, and maflacred all the family of the
Cannefchi. Nay, they carried their affeCtion flill higher : for as there
was no one of the Bentivogli left, who was capable of governing th¢
State (Hannibal’s only Son Giovanni, then being but aninfant) [¢] the
Bolognefe having information that a baftard of that family then lived
at Florence, fent Deputies thither to demand him, though he was

dread of being betrayed, ¢ metus proditionis.” Fifthly, Jealoufy. For he fays that
Pifo refufed to affaffinate Nero at his Country-houfe whither he often retired, left either
Silanus thould be advanced to the ‘throne, or the Conful Veftinus fhould take it into his
head to reftore public Liberty, or perhaps make an Emperor to ferve his own turn.
Sixtbly, Difcovery: which often happens upon the very eve of execution, ¢ pridie
infidiarum.” Seventhly, The temptation of reward. ¢ Przmia perfidiz, immenfa pe-
cunia & potentia.” ‘The hope of recompence, as well as the fear that another perfon
fhould run away with it. ¢ Multos adftitiffe qui eadem viderint ; nihil profuturum unius
filentium ; at preemia penes unum fore qui indicio praveniffet.”” Befides which, there is
another fort of difcovery that proceeds from the countenance, which often betrays what
is concealed in the heart. ¢ Ipfe mzflus & magnz cogitationis manifeftus erat,”
Eighthly, Imprudence, forinftance, in making certain preparations before Servants, as
whetting a dagger, &c. ¢¢ Pugionem afperari faxo, & in mucronem ardefcere juffit;”
which neceflarily muft occafion fupicion of fome kind : ¢¢ arreptis fufpicionibus ex con-
fequentibus.” Ninthly, the fight of the rack, &c. ¢ Tormentorum afpeGus, ac minz.””
Tenthly, the perfuafion which confpirators have, that fome of their accomplices have
revealed the whole, and that it is'to no purpofe to keep filence any longer. ¢ Cun&ta jam
patefatta credens, mec ullum filentii emolumentum, edidit cateros” To all which,
we may add Chance, or the Accidents which happen in all human affairs. The Earl
of Leicefter mifcarried in his defign upon Leyden, only becaufe one of the Confpirators
having been arrefted for debt, all the reft ran away, out of a belief that they were be-
trayed by fome of their companions.

[4] €€ Illum quidem, faid Germanicus to the Legions that had mutinied againft Tiberius,,
fua majeftas ; imperium Romanum cateri exercitus defendent ; after he had firft repre-
fented to them, that Italy and the’Gauls were firmly attached to Tiberius, and that all
the reft of the Empire was in tranquility, ¢ Italiz confenfum, Galliarum fidem extollit ;
nil ufquam turbidum aut difcors.” Tacit Annal, 1.

[2] A family that vied with the Bentivogli for, power, at Bologna, in the year 1445.

[¢ ] Machiavel fays here, quale era in fafce, who was in fwaddling cloaths : The French
tranflator fays etant ax maillot, an infant at nurfe. But in the fixth Book of his Hiftory
of Florence, Machiavel fays, he was then fix years old. T'he difference however is not
very material,
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