T-HE PR EN CE, Chap. XIX.

commonly reputed the Son of an Astificer, and gave him the govern-
ment of their City, till Giovanni was old enough to take the reins into
his own hands [4]. I fay then, that a Prince, whofe Subjects are
well affected to him, has no occafion to be afraid of Confpiracies ; but
if he is hated by them, he has every thing to fear from every body :
all wife Princes therefore, and well govern’d States, have made it their
chief care to content the common people, and not to drive their No-
bility to defpair.

Amongft the beft governed Kingdoms in thefe times, France is the
principal [¢] ; for there are many excellent Laws and inflitutions efta-
blithed in that Monarchy, for the fecurity of the King, and the liberty
of the Subje&, the chief of which is the authority of the Parliament [ f]:
Thofe that modelled the polity of France, well knew the infolence
and ambition of the Grandees, and of confequence the neceffity” of
curbing it; but as they judged it proper, on the other hand, to fecure
them from the rage of the Commonalty, who both feared and hated
them, they found it the beft way to excufe the King from interfering
in the matter; that fo he might neither incur the hatred of the
Grandees, by feeming to favour the people, nor that of the people, by
inclining to the Grandees: upon which account, they fet up a third
power, which might reprefs the Nobility, and defend the people,
without bringing any odium upon the King, either_from one fide or
the other. And as nothing could be more wifely concerted than this
Inftitution, nor better calculated for the fafety both of the King’s Swn
perfon, and the Kingdom in general, 'we may deduce another rule
from hence, viz. ‘¢ that Princes ought to referve the diftribution of
favours to themfelves, but to leave punithments, and fuch matters as
may create hatred and difguft, to the adminiftration of others [g]:”
and I fay further, that a Prince thould cherifh and fupport the Nobility,
but not in fuch a manner as to make himfelf odious to the people.

Many perhaps, who confider the lives and deaths of feveral of the
Roman Emperors, will be inclined to think they afford examples that

[4] He was natural Son of one Hercules Bentivoglio, coufin to Hannibal : his name
was Santi, and he paffed for the Son of Agnolo Cafcele, a wool-comber. Machiavel,
ibid. where he adds, that Santi behaved himfelf with fo much prudence in the govern-
ment of Bologna, that, though moft of his Predeceflors had been murdered by their
encmies, he, on the contrary, lived all his days in great honour, and died 2 natural
death.

[e] ¢ The French, (fays he, in his political difcourfes, Book III. Chap. ii.) are more
obedient to the Laws of their Country, than any other pation.”

[ /] The Parliament of Paris is here meant, which gives life and motion to all the
other Parliaments in France. :

[¢] ¢ Viro Principi, ubi pnarum res eft (fays Xenophon) aliis id delegandum ; ubi
przmiorum aut munerum, ipfi abeundum.”
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