THE PRIN CE. Chap. XIX.

againft Niger ; whilft he endeavoured to cojole and circumvent Albinus
by other means. For this purpofe, he wrote-to the latter, that though
he had been elected Emperor by the Senate, he was willing to fhare
that dignity with him, and that he fhould likewife (as the Senate had
fo concluded) be called Cafar, and acknowledged as his Collegue = all
which Albinus was fimple enough to believe. But after Severus had
not only vanquithed Niger, but put him to death, and fettled the affairs
of the Eaft in peace, he returned to Rome; where he complained in
the Senate that Albinus, forgetting the favours he had fo lately received,
had treacheroufly endeavoured to get him murdered.: upon which
account, he faid, he was obliged to- go and punith him for his ingra-
titude. And this he did effe¢tually; for he marched into France againft
him, and there deprived him both of his fhare in the Empire, and his
life at the fame time.

If then we ftrictly examine the acions of this Prince; we fhall find
him as fierce as a Lion, and as fubtle as a Fox, feared and reverenced
by the people, without being hated by the Soldiery :- and it will not
feem any longer f{trange, that a new man fhould be able to maintain
fo large an Empire, when it is confidered, that his great reputation
always fecured him from the hatred which his Subjects might other-
wife have conceived againft him, on account of his rapacious and
oppreflive difpofition. His Son Antoninus Caracalla was likewife a
great man, and had many excellent qualifications, which made him
admired by the people, and efteemed by his Soldiers : for he was of
a warlike turn, patient of hardfhips and fatigue, an enemy to delicacy
and felf-indulgence of every kind, which highly recommended him to the
army. Neverthelefs, the ferocity and cruelty of his nature were fuch,
that at different times he butchered the greater part of the Roman
people, and all the inhabitants of Alexandria : fo that he became odious
to the whole World, and began to be feared even by thofe that were
about his perfon, to fuch a degree, that he was killed by a Centurion
in the midft of his army. From hence we may obferve, that it is
not in the power of any Prince to efcape fuch aflaffinations as proceed
from an obftinate and determined refolution : for he that defpifes his
own life, has always that of another in his power [¢]. But a Prince
has the lefs occafion to be apprehenfive of thefe accidents, becaufe

[#] ¢ Quilquis vitam fuam contemnit, tuze dominus eft.” Semec. Epift. 4. < Peri-
culum ex fingulis, (faid Vefpafian to thofe that exhorted him to feize upon the Empire)
quid enim profuturas cohortes, fi unus alterque, prafenti facinore, paratum ex diverfo
premium petit ? Facilius univerfos impelli quam f{ingulos vitari.” Hif. 2. that is,
¢¢ Every private Soldier is to be feared ; for of what fervice will Legions be 2gainft two
or three refolute men, that are tempted by a great reward ? it is eafier to corrupt a whole
army, than to guard againft the Stroke of an affaffin,”

they




	o-ital-mach-120q-v1-182

