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Chap. XIX. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

they are exceeding rare []: he fhould take particular care however,
not to do any grievous injury to any of his Officers, or fuch as are im-
mediately employed under him, as Caracalla did, who fill kept a Cen-
turion in- his body-guard, after He had put his brother to an ighomi-
nious death, and daily threatened to ferve the man himfelf in the fame
manner; which was a piece of rathnefs and inconfideration, that proved
his ruin, as might well be expetted.

Let us in the next place, enquire into the merits of Commodus, who.

might eafily have kept poffeflion of an Empire, to which he fucceeded
by hereditary right, as Son to Marcus Aurelius's for he had nothing to
do but to follow the fteps of his father, in order to recommend himfelf
both to the people and the army : but'as-he was of a cruel and brutal
difpofition, he indulged his Soldiers in fuch a2 manner, as made them
licentious, that fo- he might the more effectually plunder his Subjects.
Befides, he took. fo little care to keep up his dignity, that he often
fought with common Gladiators upon a public Stage, and did fo many
other things, unworthy of the Imperial Majefty, that he foon became
vile and contemptible in the eyes of the Soldiery : fo that being defpifed
by them, and hated by the people, they joined in a confpiracy, and
killed him.

It now only remains to confider the charader of Maximin. —

After the Soldiery had difpatched Alexander, becaufe they thought him
too effeminate (as I have already faid) they fet up Maximin in his room;

who was a great warrior : but as he likewife became odious and con-.

temptible, he did not long fupport himfelf in the Empire [ /]. The
bafenefs of his extraction expofed him to contempt, and raifed a general

indignation againft him ; for every body knew that he had been a hog--

driver in Thrace : and the cruelties which his Lieutenants exercifed both
at Rome, and in all other parts of the Empire, before he came thither
to take poffefiion of the Imperial dignity, gave people fufficient reafon
to look upon him as a Savage and blood-thirfty Tyrant. So that every
one being either filled with difdain at the vilenefs of his birth, or
fhocked with the report of his cruelties, Africa in the firt place, and
afterwards the whole Senate and people of Rome, and all Italy, con-
fpired againft him : in which they were feconded by his own Soldiers,
who being tired out with the hardfhips of a long and unfuccefsful fiege
before Aquileia, and the frequent repetition of his barbarities; were en-
couraged, when they faw how generally he was hated, to fall upon him
and kill him [7].

I fhall

r] Except in France.
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/1 A little above two years. . : -

#] This Prince was of a gigantic Stature, and fuch a glutton, that it isfaid he would
rty pounds of meat, and drink. eight bottles of wine in a day. He became fuch a
monfter
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