THE PRINCE, Chap. XIX,

EXAMEN. CHAP. XIX.

HE rage of Syftems is a Species of madnefs not peculiar to

Philofophers only : Politicians are likewife infected with 1t ; and
Machiavel in particular. He endeavours to prove, that a Prince ought
to be wicked and knavith : thefe are the Sacramental parts of his Reli-
gion. He is as great.a Monfter as Hercules ever deftroyed, though
not fo ftrong ; and therefore there is no occafion for a club like his
to demolith him. For.what can be more f{uitable, more natural, and
neceffary to Princes, than equity and goodnefs? But why fhould
we throw away arguments to prove this ? the Politician {ufficiently be-
wilders and confutes himfelf by afferting the contrary. For in laying
it down as a rule, that a Prince, who is lawfully fettled upon his throne,
ought to be cruel and perfidious, he only inftructs him how to ruin
himfelf: and in recommending the practice of thefe vices to one who
has advanced himfelf to Royalty, in order to eftablith his ufurpation,
he gives him fuch advice, as will neceflarily excite all Sovereigns and
Republics to rife in arms againft him: for how can any private man
exalt himfelf to Sovereignty; without difpoflefling fome rightful Prince
or Republic of their dominions ? and what Prince would not endeavour
to prevent fuch an attempt ? If Machiavel had compofed a Syftem of
Villainy for the practice of Highwaymen only, he would not have been
fo blame-worthy.

I fhall take fome notice, however, of his manner of reafoning, in
this Chapter. —— He fays, that a Prince makes himf{elf odious to his
fubjeéts, chiefly by unjuftly feizing upon their properties, or violating
the chaftity of their wives or daughters. It is certain, that a rapacious,
unjuft, violent, and cruel Prince, will always be detefted by his people:
but the fame cannot be {aid in regard to Gallantry. Julius Cafar, who
was faid fo be every man’s woman, and every woman’s man, Lewis
X1V. of France, and Auguftus the late King of Poland, were all
extremely addiGted to women; yet they were not hated upon the ac-
count of their amours : and if Cafar was aflaffinated, if the Patriots
of Rome plunged their daggers into his heart, it was becaufe he was
an Ufurper, and not the effelt of an amorous difpofition. The ex-
pulfion of Kings at Rome, occafioned by the outrage committed upon
Lucretia, may be alledged perhaps in confirmation of Machiavel’s po-
fition. In anfwer to which, I fay, that it was not young Tarquin’s
paffion for Lucretia, but his violent manner of gratifying it, which
caufed that revolution: for as that a& of violence awakened the re-
membrance of other enormities which the Tarquins had been guilty of,
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