THE PRINCE, Chap. XIX.

France as a model. The avowed Patron and Advocate of defpotifin,
ufurx)atlon and high-handed authority, here condefcends to approve of
that moderating power, with which the Parlia of France were
formerly vefted. —For my own parf, I think, here is any Govern~
ment, 'in our times, worthy of being prepofed as a of wifdom,
it is that of England, where the Parliament is Arbitrator betwixt the
King and the people; and where the King has power to do as much
good as he pleafes, but no evil. This, however, is {poken without
any defign to difparage the conflitution of other Stmeq

After this, our Po slitician runs out into a long digreflion, concerning
the condu& of feveral Roman Emperors, fxom thp time of J\/Iarcus
Aurelius to that of the two Gordians, and imputes the frequent revolu-
tions, that happened in their reigns, to the venality of the Empire.
But that was not the fole canfe: for Caligula, Claudius, Nero, Galba,.
Otho, Vitellius, all came to miferable ends; and yet none of them
bought the Empire as Didius Julianus did. . Venality, indeed, was an
additional c‘m.fc. but the true reafon of the misfortunes of thofe Empe-
rors, was the form of that Government. The Pretorian ouards, at that
tme, were what the Mamelucs in Egypt, the _]muarles in Turkey,
and the uhelite [¢] in Mufcovy were afterwards. Conftantine, how-
ever, who was a Prince of great abilities, found means to break thofe
guards: bat ftill the diftracted condition of the En mpire expofed fucceed-
ing Princes to be poifoned and affaflinated, as others had been before
them. I fhall on} obferve, that bad Emperors, for the moft part,
died a violent death: but Theodofius I. [a’} died quietly in his bed, and
Juftinian I. lived IW'J ily to the age of eighty-four [¢]. Few bad meces
have been ha'*y An,guﬁus Cefar himfelf could not live in peace till
he became virtuous. The Tyrant Commodus, who fucceeded the Di-
vine Marcus Aurelius, was put to death, notwithftanding the reverence
in which his father was held by every one. Caracalla, was ruined by
his cruelty. Alexander Severus was treacheroufly killed by Maximin

of Thrace [ f]: and Maximin, having made himfelf odious to the whole

[¢] Or Strelitzes. See the Life of Peter 1. Czar of Mufcovy, by Mottley: Vol, I,
0
¢ [d] See tth Hiftory of Florence: Book I. at the beginning.

[¢] Not to mention the reft of this Emperor’s great actions, he colle&ted all the Roman
Laws into one body, and gave it the name of Codex Tuflinianus. The Laws of the
Judges and Magiftrates difperfed in near two thoufand books, were reduced to the num-
ber of fifty, and called the Digefls and Pandects. He likewife compofed four books of
.[_/flfl/:z 5, which are an abridgment of the text of all the Laws; and colleéted the Laws
made by himfelf, into one Volume, called Noveila. It was he that built the Church of
St. Sophia, at Conﬁant'nople, which is reckoned one of the fineft pieces of ArchiteQure
in the world.

[ f] But Alexander Severus was a very good Prince.
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